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D " :;liil;rJl n:,T::l:lt:,iilJ::il'fiil:ii:ii;":: il:"111;f,fli:
l f1 .1 l )  : r  pr i r ,ate rneasure fbr  the re l ief  o l  a sper: i f ic  indiv idual .  t>r  a b i l l  bencf i t t ing

lU u . . r - - , , r r i ty  or  the terr i torv.  Si t rcc i t  is  imPract icablc to t : l t ronic le each

legis lat ive achicvernent,  a h isto ly o( '  t rvo nlcasl l res,  eat . l t  chosen fbr  i ts  general

i rnportanr:e to Alaska,  may i l l t rs t rate thc legis lat ivc Process and shon'  lhc ro le

Bal ' t le t t  p layed.  The rneasurcs sclcctccl  { i r r  t l r is  prrrpose rr re thc Alask;r  rncntal

heal th b i l l  ancl ,  in the ncxt  t r ,vo chapters,  the at :h ievenlent  of  statehood.

l n  t e r . r - i t o r - i l r l  r l : r v s ,  i t  u , : r s  s l r i < l  t l r a t  t he l e  wc l c  t h t cc  s i < l es  t o  A lask : r - i ns i< l e ,

6p t s i c l c ,  u r r r l  N lo l n i ngs i< l e .  " l r r s i < l e "  n r c l l l t  A l aska ,  " o t r t s i < l e "  t l t c  r cs t  o l  t hc  u ' o r l t l ,

I r l r l  "N I6 r . r r i r r gs i ( l c "  t l t c  i r r s t i t r r t i o r r  nc t r l  l t o t - t l a t t t l ,  ( ) r ' egon  l r l t e re  t l t osc  t t t t l < t r l t t -

r r a t c , \ l u ska r r s  t vho  * , c t r t  i t t su r t t t  i l t  t l t c  g t ' c l t t  l a t l c l  r v t l t ' c  i t t < l t r t c l ' a t c r l .

I 6kcs  l bo t r t  N lo l r r i ngs i ( l c  ha r l  l r n r r r s t< l  A l usku t t s  ovc l  t l r e  r ca t s . ' I ' l t e se  c l i t l  no t

r . t , { l c1 t  t l r r c l f i  o t  r : l r r i c ' i s r n  l r u t  l l t l r c r ' p l ov i t l e r l  : t  l i gh t  l t t l i e l  t o  a  c l a l k  p l ob l c rn

l ) cse t t i r r q  u l l  r r r n t r n r r r r i t i c s  t hc  r : a r c  l r r r l  t t ca tn r cu t  o (  l l r c  r l cn ta l l l  i l l .  I n  n to re

r . e I l c c t i ve  r r r oo t l s  r \ l a skans  l c : r l i z cc l  t h : r t  t . l r c  p tob le r r r  r vus  sc t i o t t s  a I r< l  t . l r a t ,  l i ke

rnun l  A l l r s ku r r  p l l l t l en r s ,  i t  n , as  cxaggen t t cc l  b t  t he  i so l l t ( i o r t ,  r l i s t a t t t : c s ,  l t n t l  h i gh

c ( )ns t l  uc t i ( ) n  c ( ) s ( s  t l r a t  t l r t : l  s t r l l e re t l .

I r  l vus  l a rge r l v  bc taus t ' o i  t he  K lonc l i k c  go l r I  r l i s covc t l  i n  ( l a t r : t r l i t ' s  \ i r kon ' l bn - i -

t o r - v  an< l  t l r c  l c s r r l t i ng  i r r f l r r x  o l  a rgo ru r r r t s  i n t o . , \ l : r s ka  t hu t  Oo r rg l ess  a l  l a s t  < l t x : i < l ed

t ( )  e r ) : r c t  I eg i s l a t i on  t l u r t  n ' o r r k l  r nee t  s ( )m( ' o l  t he  t cn ' i t o r ' \ " s  t l l ( ) s l  o ' t t t : i a l  t r eeds .

Arrrong thesc pier :es ol  lcgis lut ior t  was the cr iminrr l  t .or le of  189{} ,  rvhi t .h macle

pr 'ovis ions l i r l  t l rc  nrcrr t : r l l l  i l l .  t lc f i r re i ts  passaue, ot t lv  those Alaskarts lvho h:rr l

bcr :onret  r t rerr ta l l l '  i l l  rv l t i lc  ser lv ing pr ison scntcr tces toul<l  le<:ei r . 'c  t l 'cat l l le l l t  i l t  a

rnen ta l  i n s t i t u t i on .  [  ] nc l c r  t he  new  r r r r l e ,  l v ] r i ch  be t : a t r t e  l uw  o t r . f  u t t c  ( i ,  1900 ,  a . i u t  v

t :oukl  f  inc l  a r le lenclarr t  l l ( ) t  ! {u i l t }  on grr l r r tc ls  o l  insani t r ' .  ln  st t t :h: t  case,  i1 the t :ourt

I i runr l  t l rat  non<:onl inerrrerr t  crrc luusclcr l  the prr l r l ic  l rcacc or  salct ,v ,  i t  hacl  t<r

co rn rn i t  t l r e  i nc l i r , i < l ua l  t o  an l ' l un : r t i c  asv l um au tho r i ze ( l  bv  t he  L l n i l c< l  S ta t cs .  The

scct i ( ) l  o l  the c i rder deal ine rv i t l r  thc r : iv i l ian i r tsanc also t :or t t : r i t recl  a ptovis iot t  tor
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A l a s k a , s g o v e r n o r t o a c l v e r t i s e f o r a n d r e r ' i e l v b i c l s a t r d . i t r b e h : r l f t l l . t } i e L r l i t e c l

States,  contract  t l -om \ear to l 'ear  " ' lv i th the res.ponsi i l le  asvlunt  ( ) l  :a l l i t lu  i t lm west

of  the main range of  t i t t 'n" t f t f  Mountains submit t ing the lowest  b id for  the care

and custody of persons L.g;fv uai*aged insane" in the territorv' Tl.re secretarv <'ri'

the lnterior had to upp..r-r.. the'contract, under rvhich the l'ederal go\rernment

assumed al l  t ransPortat ion and maintenance costs '

In JanuarY 1901, Ala;ka; '  gt 'u" t ' - 'o 'John Bradv s igned a contract  n ' i th the

Oregon State lnsane aty lum'at  Salem' The c()ntract  r t 'as renewed in 1902 and

1903. Becaus" ." t'u""'J*aing' ho$'ever' the Salem instittrtion re{-trsed to accept

Alaskan pat ients 
"" t t  

j ; ; ; " ;  l5 '  190'1 '  A. t  th is point  Dr '  Henrv Waldo ( loe '  the

fbunde ro fMoun tThbo rNe r "ousSan i t a r i t tmnea rP< l r t l anc l ,C ) r cg t l no f l . e red to

care t i r r  them. l r t  ,n" ,  , " " ' " ' * ' ' '  t t " r14'"" i t ' ta l  act ion enablecl  t t re Departrnent  of '

the Inter ior- , . ,  
" t i " t 'nni"  

nt :nt l " """"u ls and-to awlrrc l  a f ivc-vezrr  ct tntr : rct  to l ) r '

( i re.  F r .m r  hc '  . . ,  . , , r , i  i i .  l rurrasc . l  the Alaska Nlental  I - Ieal t '  l ) .abl ing Act  t r t

l ! }S6 ,A lask i r nPa t ' l e l l t s , . . . " i ' ' " . l t f ea tn l en ta t t he I )< l t . l l l r t l r i i r l s t i t u t i < r r l , t < l r , v l r i ch l ) r .
( loe t rar l  g ivetr  t l te t l l t tne NIt>t ' t t i t rgs i t le ' t

Alaskans ,u.1, . r , , r . , ,1 l .g i r r r , , i . r , r l r r " ,  rvoulc l  Pr-o ' ide c: t rc a l rc l  t t 'c l r tnrent  ( ) {  t l le

i t t s a t t e , } l u t t l r e r ' , . . . " , . , t " . l t l , " l a c t t l r i r t P a t i e l l t s r r ' c t . c t r r l r i t r t a i t l e t l i l l i r t t i r r s t i t t r t i < l t l

l o c a t e r l < l r t t s i t l c t l r e t c t . t - i t t l r r ' . A t . c r l r c l i r r g I \ . , i r r l 1 ) l ( ) . J a n r e s W i c k c t s l r : t n r , A l a s k a . s

c l e l c g a t e i t t ( ] < l t l q l . e s s , " , . " , , ' 1 , . . . . 1 1 < l l l e l s t t i x l c h i s t r l l l e a g t r c s t < l l l t r i l t l : r f . c t l e r l r l

t ne l l t a l i n s t i t t r t i < l l l i t l s< r t t t hc : t . s t c r r lA l ask : r . ' f heF I< l t r se ( ]< r t r r n t i t t ce l< l r t . l i ' r . l . i t < l t . i c l s

atrd thc g() \ 'cr I r ( ) l '  o l  Alask:r '  h<xvevcr '  refusc<l  to ct lc lorsc the <le lcgate 's b i l l

t l e ca t t se< l l t l t c t r l s t t t r , n ' < l l r ' e l t r . t l r e r l r . ea l . y t : l i n r l r t c< l I . s< l r t t l t eas te l . r rA laska .a t l t l t he

{ a t : t t } r a t t h c t l t s a t t c c o t t l c l l r e l t c : c : < l n t n r < l t l a t e l < l e l s c l r h e r e . ( i l t r g t . c s s ' a s : l n l l l t t c f ( ) t

fact ,  to l ls i r le l " t t  
"  " t t - tu ' ' r icalh 

arrc l  rnecl ical l l  t r t l rv ise t ( )  l t 'cat  thc i l ts : t l t t  i t t  l t t t

inst i tur ion loc:atccl  , , ,  
"U" 'k"  

' l ' l t t : l 'e l ixc '  u ' l rc l l  i t  cot t tet ' tet l  te l ' r ' i tor i l r l  s tatL ls ln

lg l2,  i t  rc f i rset l  to extencl  aut l tot ' i tY ovct  thc nrct l ta l lv  i l l  to ' ' \ laskans' :

l ) i s sa t i s l . ac r i t l l r r v i t l r t } r c s i t t t a t i t r l l , h< l r , v c r , ' c r , ( ] ( ) n l i I ) t l c ( l t ( ) cX iS ( i r rA laska .Dcs l l r t e

the { inanr. ia l  l r t r r t lcns lv l r i t .h a rncnt l r l  i r ls t i t r r t iot l  i r l  the tcr t ' i to t ' l rvotr lc l  i r r tPosc on

Alaska's s ler t< lct  t : tx  base'  r r ran'v Alaskans i r ts is tcc l  that  i t  was bolh hr tnt l l t re a l r t l

t he rapeu t i t . t t l k ce l l l ) a t i cn t s i r r a te t . t . i l < l r . i a l i r l s t ' i t u t i < l r r r v l r e l r e t l t c \ ' t . t l u l r l l l c r , i s i t e< l

by l ' r ' iencls l t t rc l  re lat ivc ls '

N t l t su r . p r i s i r r g l l , ' t l r e r - e l i l r . c , t e r r . i t t l r i a l c l c l cga t cs ( . ( ) l l t i I ) t lC ( l t hc i r . pc r i t l d i ca t -

t emPts t t r 1 l c r suadcc i , , . , r , . . , , t ( ) g t a l l t l l l l t h< l r i t ' v< l r , e r t ' h cn l c r r t l r l l l , i l l t < lA l ask l r . ( ) n

- fu ly 15,  193ir ,  Delergate Anthony-J '  Dirnond intr<rdtrcecl  r r  me:tsurc (11'R'  88'19)

which would have cnablccl  t l le  sccretarv o1'  the lnte l  ior  to " lot :atc '  esta l l l ish '

c ( ) n S t r u c t , e c l t r i p , a n t l ( ) l ) c l l r t e a h < l s p i t a l f i l r t l r c i n s : l l l e < l { . A l a s k a . . . . . . l g l < l t l

Number.  I  ( ) l t l re I ' roncers o lAlaska in Norne apPl l r t rc le<l  the l le leSate 's ef l i r r ts  ar ld

obse rved t } r a t t l r c . . l a rn r i l r g< l t t t , , < r l . t l r c i l t sanewas i l r l r u r r r a t r e ,a l l < l n r i n i r } l l e . a t r t l i r r t

i 'cent ive , , ,  t - , , t " ]^" 'g ' .et t t -o"a ava. ice '  h '6rvarc l  ( l : t .n. t t '  a '  ex-Alask:rn l i \ . i 'g  i .

Seat t le,  congratulatecl  Din lonr l  a '

heading sr tch an i t rs t i t r r t io l r '  i t  
-

f rame-ups bv crookecl  tcrr l t ( ) r Ia l  a

this u'av."3

Dimor.rc l 's  b i l l  I 'n i lec l  to pas'  L ' r

measu re  (H .R '  l r 5 i r )  i n  l 1 ) i t 7  l ) r ' t

Inter ior  Harolc l  I -  Ickcs l  c l ) (  ) l  t (

legal  basis for  t re:r t i r ts  \ l  l 'k : r ' '  t l

t ha t  desp i t e  P roPe l ' t r ea t l l l e l l t  
a l  :

a lau '  requir ing t l te i t rsat te to l r  t

se r i ous l y  i n t e r l e re  r v i t l r  l r o t h  ( r r

c l ischarge of  thci r  otr l iqat iotr '  t '

"p1"."  t l - t .  rv l - ro le th i r lg l lcrot t< l

r r tencl i r t i< lns,  thc pr-o l losecl  lcer ' l :

o1 ' t t r e  l l udge t  
' l l l d  t he l ' c f  ( ) l  c  \ \ l r

Aga in  i r r  19 ' 10  an r l  i n  l l l  l  l  '  l ) t

t .hc t l le l l ta l  he:r l t l - r  s i t t rat ion i r l

L) i r r tor lc l  he real izecl  t l te t recr l

e l t i r l ' ts  t l l l t i l  the rv i t r  I tat l  err t lc t l

A i t c r  r v i nn ing  e l e t t i on  i n  l t t {

c f f ( ) r ts .  I lar t let t  [ i r t tnc l  t l t l t t  t ' r t

th i r ty  Years.  Thc onlr  u r t r  i l t  r '  l t

hospi ta l  ( i l l -e \ \ '2 ls  to be dt ' t la tct

be{ i r re a. iury of  s ix adrt l t  tn ' t l t '  r '

warr l l r l t  had })ee n issr ted tot  t l tc

rvas t rsrra l ly  de I 'e nded 111 ;1 l ;1rrr

l<x:al . ia i ls  rvhi le rvai t inq tor  r t  l r t ' ;

o t hc r  f ac i l i t i c s  we re  n ( ) t  a r ' t t l ab

() t l t  cvcl 'having be ct l  e xatni t lcd

t l r  h is l l rnr i ly  c()u ld rc( lue \ t  (  ' t l  c

c :ou r t  hca r i ng '  Oh i l d l en  a '  t ' t

whc thc r  t heY  uc re  t r l en ta l l r

J)2r t icnts who wet-c tomnl i t tc<i

beca t t se  t heY  had  n ( ) t  r t ( ( ' l \ c

u : r i t i n g  l i t t  t t ' a t t s p o t t  t t i ( ' l l '  t ) l

Not  long af tc-r  Rart let t  had

()rcgon introduced a [ le l l \ t l r (

t :are ol 'Alaska's mer-r ta l l r  i l l  ar

W:rshington st tbmit ted a r t tn

Bart let t  immedi : r te lv f i r t rnd hi
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Seatt le, consratulatecl Dimond and remarkecl that rvi th an honest psychiatr ist
heading such an ir .rst i tr-rt ion, ir  "wi l l  stop a lot of rai lroading lof patients] on
f 'rame-ups bv crooked terr i tor ial appointees rvho wanted to sett le their reyerrses rn
this rvar,."il

Dimond's bi l l  fai led to pass. Undeterred, he again introduced a mental health
measure (H.R' 1555) in l9i l7. Progress () l 'sorts rvas mzrde rvhen Secretary of the
Interior Harold L. I<:kes reported on the measlrre. Ai ' ter brief l l .  revierving the
leeal basis l i rr  treating Alaska's mental lv i l l ,  lckes st: i tecl that i t  r .vas "conceivable
that despite proPer- treatment at a reas()r)able f igure, publ ic sentiment aroused by
a larv ret l tr i r ins the insane to be clel iver.ed to the lorvest responsible biclder rvould
seriousl l  interlere rvith both ( ior,ernment and the contractins inst i tut ion in the
discharge ol their obl ieati()ns to the patients." Abor,e al l ,  rrrsed the secretarr,,
"pl:rce the l 'hole thins be\"orrr l  the profi t  m()t ive."{ Fi1;n'er,er r,al icl  the recom-
mendatiotrs, thc proposed legislat iorr cl id not ret:eir,e the approval oi the Bureau
of the Brrclget ancl therefi l -e rvas doornerl to f i i lurc.

As l t i t r  in  1940 and in  1941,  De lcgatc  D imond in t ro< lucer l  leg is la t ion  to  remedy
t. lre rncnt:r l  health sitrrat ion in Alaska, btrt  Sct:r.etar},  lckes, altht lugh assur. irrg
l) irr lott t l  hc real izerl  t l te nced I irr  act ion, counsclerl  hirrr to IX)stp() l lc {urther
c l l i r r t s  r rn t i l  thc  uu l  had enc lcd . t '

Af ier rvir lning cle<:t iot-t  in l9'1'1, Dclesate I lart lctt  c()nt inuccl lr is predc<:ess.r. ,s
e l l i r | t s .  I la r t l c t t  l i r r rnd  tha t  comnt i t rnen l  p r r r r .cc l r r rcs  l r ; rc [  uo t .hangcd in . r ,e r .
thi | ty yeals. Thc only wav in u'hit :h a rncntal l f  i l l  ol  rct:rrde<l pers1;1 clulcl  rece iye
hoslt i tal  care w:ls to be cler. lared "an insane pcrs()n at [ ,ar.ge" in a cour.t  hearing
l>el irrc:r. j tr t 'y ol six adult rnalc t 'csiclents and a Llnited States commissioncr. arrer a
warrant l tad been isstrcd l i rr  the cletention o{ the indiviclual.  Although the:rccpsccl
lv:ts t tsttal ly clCf 'cndecl bv l t  larvycr-, in thcst: hcarings tht pcrson ofien was helcl i1
krcal. jai ls whilc rvait ine f irr  u hcurins or. I i rr . transP<)rtat i()n to the hospit: t l ,  bec:rusc
other { lrci l i t ics welc n()t  avai lable. Sorne incl ivicluals arr ivcd at Morningside with-
(). t  cvcr ha' i 'g becn ex:rmincd by a Physician, rnur: lr  less a psyr:hiatr ist.  N. pe rs()n
'r his f  :rr ' i ly c.. lcl  rerluest ca.e in thc h.sPital pr()! | 'arn with<lut g. ing t lrr 'ugh the
co.rt hcaring. ( lhi ldrcn as well  as adrr l ts had t.  enclurc the same pr'ccdrrre,
whether they rvere rnental ly i l l  or rncrely r-etardercl.  In addit iol ,  nlmbers of '
Patients rvho u'ere committccl to Morningside cl ied a l 'eu, hgurs af ier- a4rnissigl
ber:ause they hutl  not rcceivcd pr()pcl rnccl ir :al r :arc lvhi le in dctentigl.  whi le
wait ing l i )r  transpol-t :r t i ()n, ()r while en r.oute t() ()rcgon.{;

Not long a[tcl  Rart lett  h;rcl  begun his clut ics, ()ongrcssrn:rn H.,mer Angell  el.
()rcgon introdtr<:ccl a mcastrre to c()nstr l lct :r  frx i l i ty in Port larrd t6at was to takc
t:are ol Alasku's ment:r l ly i l l  as rvel l  as ()regon's. ( iongressm:rn IIugh De Lacy of
Washington strbrnit ted a sirni l :rr  measrlre t() construct a Iaci l i ty near Seatt le.
Rart lett  immcdiatcly f iruncl himsell  in a potential ly ernbarrassing situati .rn. Angell
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was one o{ 'Alaska's staunchest lr iends on the House Clommittee on Tel-r i tor ies,

and Bart lett  did not intend to al ienate the man. Btrt  he re: i l ized that bui lding

permanent faci l i t ies in the States that rvere clesigned to accommodate Alaskan

patients would jeopardize the eventual establ ishment o{ 'comprehensive mental

health taci l i t ies in the terr i torv. Bart lett  soundecl out committee members and

concluded that the r:hances f irr  passage of anv mcnt:r l  health bi l l  rvele sl im. For the

record, he introduced his o*'n carefrr l lv worded measLlre t() cronstruct a hospital

for the insane o1'Al irsk;r. i  As Bart lett  had expet:ted, thc various me:rsures did not

even receir,e a heirr ing. But rvhen the bi l l  u,as introclrtcecl asain in 19'{7, he at least

eained supp()rtcrs.

The Alaskan mental health problem no\r advanr:cd to the stage n'herc i t  mcrited

:i  study. Nume rorrs me mllers ol Oongress Iracl bce n rnade al l  are ol ' thc t er 'olut ion

the Ser'ond \\krr ld \Val had rvrought in Alaska. N{irnv rr,at ' t imc clelertse rvorkets

had < ' l rosen to  l cmain  in  A laska u f  tc l  thc ' rvur ' ,  r ' cs r r l t ing  in  a  popt r la t ion  in t : t ' e : tse  o t

77..1 lrcrc'ent betrvccn l() '10 uncl I1)ir0, l lorn 72,ir2' l  to l2lJ,6-1i l  inhabitants.s' l 'hc

n 'a r  had a lso  les r r l t cc l  in : r  s l r l r rpcr rcc l : ru : r t - r : t t css  o l  t l re  p tob lcnr  o { 'mcnt l t l  i l l ncss .

I letrveen 19,t0 :rnd l{) ir0 sornr '  6ir-1 . \ laskurr rt tcnt i t l l t '  i l l  u-erc l t lmittcd to Mot-tr i trg

s ic lc  l losp i t l r l ,  uh i l c : r  rnur in r r r rn  o f  l l5 i r  A l r rsku l l s  \ \ ' c l c  l ) l l t i e l l t s  u t  t l r c  hosp i t .a l  in

: rnv  s ing lc  yc : : r l  l r t ' t r rcen  I1 ) -10  un t l  l1 ) i r0 .  I " t '< le t ' : r l  app lopr i i r t ions  f i r r ' , \ l l r sk : tn

l)at icnt: i  hacl ir lso inc'r 'e;tsecl I lorn $20,9,8'10 in l9'10 t() $i): l -1,1X)0 in 1950."

A l ie rex tcns i rc< 'ons t r l t l r t ion l i t l r v i r l io r rsexe<ut ivc< lcqx t t lmct t ts :u rc l t l r c , ' \ lask t r

r 'ornrnissioncr ol hc:r l t l r ,  thc I)cl)ultrncnt o{ t .he l tr tct ' iol  in. lrr lv l9' ] l9 clcciclct l  t<r

sur' \ 'cy the problcrr-r.  r \  tci trn ol expct ' ts, hcaclct l  by l)r-.  \Vinf t-ccl ()r. 'c lholser' ,

f l i1cr:tor ol St. l . l iz:rbcth's Hospit.al,  a lalge f irdclal rrtctt t t l  inst i t tr t ion in \ t :rshirts-

to r r ,  I ) . (1 . ,  tn rve lcd  nor t l r .  , ' \ [ t c r  l i r s t  i t t spc t : t ing  ] Io rn ings idc  Hosp i t : r l ,  thcv  spcnt

thrcc rveeks in , \ lasklr,  \ ' is i t ing t<xvns l l 'otn Kctchiklrn to Kotzcbtre.
' l ' l rc 

cxpcrts l istcnet<l to tcst in)()ny f l 'orn Aluskuns {urni l iul  rvi t l r  t .hc tct 'r i tory's

rncn ta l  he l r l th  p r r rb l t ' t r t s .  , ' \n thony . f  .  l ) in ro l rc l ,  Anc l lo r ' : tgc  c l i s t r i c t . i t rc lqc  lnd

l i r rmer  de lcgatc  in  ( longr -ess  l i r r rn  A laska,  spokc  to  l . l t cm.  Hc  ob jc t : te< l  o l t  l r t i l t t i -
p le  to  thc  c ( )n t ru ( t  svs tc r r )  l i r r  thc  ta rc  o f ' th t ' r t re t t ta l l y  i l l .  D i lnor rc l  rc rn inc lcd  h is

l isteners that, as <lelegatc, Ire lr :rd intnr<lu<:e<l scvct al rncntul l te:t l t l r  tncasttt 'cs l i rr '

Alaska, r.vi thorrt su( ( css, und t lrat l t  ()ne t irne hc h:rr l  |e< eivecl a cor)]tnitrner)t l r() ln

Prcsiclcnt l . ' rankl in l) .  Roosevclt  f i rr  several mil l ion dol luls l i r l  i rn r\ laskan ntcntul

ins t i t r r t ion .  Noth inq  hac l  c :ome o [ 'a l l  thcsc  e l [ i r l t s .  l ) i rnonc l  s l r i< i  t l ra t  hc  ap-

pler: iated thc I i lst sr: icnt i f  ic in<1tr ir1 in , , \ lasku r leal ing rvith mcntal hcalth problcnts.

I  Ic hopcd that t l rc c1'[ i r l t  *,oulcl "r 'csrr l t  in srcat aicl  and bencl i t  to al l  tvho at 'e lrcle

who: r re ' - I ru r .hed, '  as  thcy  r rsc r i  to  say  in  ther  an<: ien t  c lays , ' rv i th  t l r t :  f  ingcr  o l  ( lod '

and who:lrc n()t  entirely rcsponsible ir t  sorne u'ays l i rr  r 'vh:tt  t l rcy say aI l( l  d()."r0

\V i l l i a rn  B .  Hea ly , : r  deputy  t , r .S .  rnn lsha l  l i r l  A laska 's ' I ' h i rd .J r r t l i t . i i r l  I ) i v is ion .

describcd the handling ol persr.rns suspected of be ing insanc: his of l i t :e scrved t l tc

arrest  \ \ 'ar l 'ant  and took the \u\ l ) l

hear ins;  i f  t l - re ( . lourt  I i r r rnr l  t l r t '  i

t :onf inernent.  In most  of  t l r t '  in . . i

ch: l 'gccl  iv i th thc c l i rne ol  l r t ' ing

N{arshal  Heal l ' ,  Lrec:atrse " in t t r r , ' l

mcd i ca l  a t t cn t i on .  \ \ c  hu r  r '  [ (  )  (  (  )

\Ve  con f i nc  t he rn  as  t ho r rg l r  t l r t - r  r

a t t en t i ( ) n . "  I i anspo l t i nu  t l t t '  t t t t  t r

the person \ \ ' : rs  t l -catc( l  : t \  : r  (  I  l t l ) l t

f i l r  t hc  gua rds  l l nd  " i l  \ ( ' r ' \  \ r ' \ ( - r

hav ing  t o  bc  p t r t  on  : t  l r o . t t  . r t t r l  1
ge t t i nq  t hc rn  t o  Scu t t l c .  j r r ! . t g ) i r r g

s i de . "  A i l  t l ans l x r r - t : r t i on  t r  i  \ 1 , t  t t

I t ' { t l s t  l o t l t t t t  i t t t ; t t t t  l r t i . , , t l t  t .

' \ l a ska  r . o r r l c l  p t  i sonc t  '  l r t '  1 r t ,  , 1

t t ' ansp ( ) r t a t i ( ) r t .  I t r  s l t o t ' t .  I I t . r l r  ,

l r u s i r t t  s s  o I  l u r t t r l l i r t {  t l r ( ' \ ( '  I ) . r t l (  )
' I  

h l o r r g h o r r t  t l r c i r  t l i p .  t l r t -  t  r 1

l u t r d  l e ' s s  pub l i < '  p r ' o t t ' < l t t t t ' '  1 , , t  i

( ) r ' e r '  : r t t d  ovc t  ug i r i t r  t l r t '  t t  . r n t  I

r t ) (  n l i r l  l ) l r l i ( ' n l s  i t t  P r , , P t  i t  t . r r  r

L i n i t c c l  S ta t cs .

A t  t l r c  c o t r c l r r s i o r r  o l  t l t t  i t  t t  r l r

r angc  l ) r ( ) gn l I I r  I i r r  t l r t '  (  i r t  (  ( , 1  . \

p o s s i b l e  r l l r t c .  
' l ' l r i s  

i n t l L r t l t < l  t l r ,

l cad i l y  exp i t t r t l i t l r l t '  . J5 ( l - l r t  t l  l r ,  '

. : rO-bccl  t re l l t r l ) ( 'n t  (  ( 'n t ( ' r  . r l  \1.u l

S i t k a .  
- f l r c v  

u l s o  t t ' t ( ) n ) n l (  r 1 ( l (

( ' r 'nc l f {cn(:y <. i r r t '  of  t t t t 'n t ; r l I r  r I I  i r t

t e r - r i t o l i u l  [ ) cp : r l t r r t e  t t t  o I  I  I t ' . r l t l

l vo r kc r l  ( ) r r t  \ \ ' i t l )  t he ' t c t  t  i t o r  i . r l  g

a f i c r  t hc i l  r ' o r r t p l c t i o t t .  I n  . r t l < l i t

t cun r  a l so  l t < l r ' o<u te t l  i r t t r t t t ' r l i . r t t

l r r e l t e  ns i ve  mcn t r t l  l t cu l t l t  p t ,  ' g r  . t

In the rne:rnt i r le.  I )e lcgatc B

assoc ia t i o t r s ,  phvs i c i ans .  r t t t r l  o t l

H l  ( ) ups  bo r t r l . r l t t  r l c t l  (  l  r l l g l  t ' r .  r r  i

Alaska rnent : r l  heal th t lcast t rc.  r '

t i on  o f  t he  t e r r i t on ' s  I nen ta l l r  i l l

But  the Bart let t  rneast t re <l iet l  r r
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i . r r rest  \ \ .arr : int  and took the suspect  into custodv;  the cornmissioner 's  court  held 2r

I - rear ing;  i f  the Court  found the indiv idtra l  insane, he l 'as commit ted ancl  held in

conf inenent.  I r t  rnost  o i ' the insani tv proceedings,  Healv stated.  the at :cused tv i ts

char-secl  u i th the c l ime of  beins an insane pelson.  The cr iminal  aspect  d ist t r rbed

Marshal  Healy,  becalse " in most  instances otr t '  pcople at 'e mcntal l t ' i l l .  They need

rnedical  at tent ior1.  \ \ 'c  I ' ravc to conf ine the rn in ia i l .  \Ve have no () ther a l ternat ive .

\Ve conf ine them :rs thotrgh thev rr 'e t 'e  a c l ' i rn inal ,  r l  he n,  in I i rc t .  they t leed care : rnd

at tent i ( )n." ' I i - : rnsport ine the tncntal l l ' i l l  indiv idrra l  \ \ 'as vct  i lnother probletn,  s inte

the pclson r ,as t leatccl  as a cr imi l la l  c l t r r ing t f rat  pt 'occdtrre as rvel l .  l t  r .vas di f l i t :u l t

I i r l  t l re grutrds : rnd "a vclv sevcrc shor.k .  .  .  : r t t t l  c letr imcntal  t ( )  t l le  Pat ient  thci r

|aving t ( )  l )c  p l l t  9n a l rqat  ancl  p lacc{ in a st ;a ieht j : rckct  l i r l  e isht  c lays,  mavbe,

ge t t i ng  t hc rn  t o  Sca t t l c , . j r r eu l i ng  t hcn r  ( ) n  t he  t r a i n  : r nc l  gc t t i ng  t l t c rn  t r t  Mo t  t r i ng -

s i dc . "  A i t - t l : r ns l ) ( ) f t a t i ( ) n  t o  Mo ln i ngs i c l c  l c<1u i r - cc l  on l t ' t r vo  c l : t v s ,  l r t r t  a i r ] i n cs  t : o t r l c l

t ' e f  usc  t o  t : t r t y  i t t s t t ne  l r t i sone t ' s  a t  a t l v  t i r nc '  t hc  t r t l t l ' s l t : t l  s t a t cd '  a l ) d  nou 'he re  i n

A luska  t ouk l  p l i sonc l s  l r c  l t r opc l l v  c ' a t c< l  l i r l  n l t i l c  i t t  < ' o t t f i t r en t cn t . r r r ; t i t i n {

t r : r ns l ) ( ) r t i l t i ( ) n .  I n  s l r o r t ,  Hc l r l y  conc l r r r l e r l .  t hc  ma t ' s l t : t l s  o t r gh t  t o  ge t  o t l t  ( ) l  t l l c

l r t t s i t r c ss  o f  hand l i ng  t h t ' s c  P l t t i e r t t s  l t l t o s t r t I t c l . I '

T l r r - o r rgho r r l  t hc i I  t | iP .  t l r c  ex l r c | t s  he : r | c l  0 f  t hc  u r ! { cn t  t r c c r l  l i r l  l ] l o l - c  l l t t t l t : t t t t l

anc l  l t : s s  p t r b l i r ' p l o< ' c r l r r l es  [ i r l  l r osp i f t r l i z i l r g , ' \ l l t s ka ' s  I t t cn t l t l l y  i l l  a r r< l  r t ' t : r l c l cd .

( ) r ' c l  l r n< l  ovc r ' : r gu i r r  t he  t . r ' : rm  l i s t r : r r c r l  t o  t l r c  ob j cc t i o l t s  t o  t l t c  ( ( ) t t t r l l ( . l .  t i t t c  t l l

r ncn ta l  l r a t i en t s  i n  p r ' op l i c t : r l v  i ns t i t t r t i o r t s ,  uh i t : h  ex i s t ec l  t r o r v l t e l e  c l s c  i t t  t l t t '

L l r r i t ed  S ta tes .

A t  t l r e  c6nc l r r s i on  o l  t l r c i l  t l i p ,  t l r c  c rpc l t s  r - t ' r ' o t r r nc t t < l e< l  t l r a t  a  so t t n<1 ,  l ong -

r : l ngc  l ) l ' og l ' i l r 1  I i r r  t l r t ' t i r t r t  o f  , \ l a sk r r ' s  t ncn t l t l  p : r l i t ' t t t s  l r t ' i r r i t i l r t c c l  l l t  t l l e  ( ' : l l l i ( ' s t

l 16ss i l r l c  c l a t e .  
' l ' h i s  

i n r ' l r r r l e r l  t l l c  ( ( ) ns t r u (  t i on  l r t  t l r t '  f  c c l c r ' : r l  govc t  n t t r < tn t  o l  a

l c : r d i l l ' c x l x rnc l ub l c  l l l - r 0 -be< l  hosp i t : r l  t o  l r t ' k r r ' ; t l t ' t l  i t r  c t ' t r t t a l  A l l r s ka  a t r r l  o l  a

i r0-bccl  t rcatntcnt  (  e nt( ' l 'u t  N{orrnt  l ' . r lgct  r rDrbe I l t ' : r l t . l r  ut rc l  } . t l t r<: l r t io t ra l  (  le t r tet  at

S i t ku .  I ' hey  u l so  re r ' o rn rncnc l cd  l h : r t  o t l r e  t  . \ l : t s k l t n  l r osp i t r t l s  p r ' ov i c l t '  { i r r '

cmc rgcncy  t . a l  c  o I  r ne  r l t l r l l y  i l l  i n< l i v i < l ua l s ;  t l l l I t  t l l c  t l r c l t t : t l  l r t ' l r l t h  P r ' ou r ' : r n l  i t l  t he

t c r I i t o I i a l  Dcpa t t r r r e r r t  ( ) l  I i c l r l t l r  b< ' u | t ' a t l y  c t ] l l r t ' r - t t ' t l ; : t nc l  t l t i t t  l t r t  l t g l ' c r : n l t l r t t  l r t r

no l kcc l  o r r t  u , i t h  t l r t '  t c l r i t o r i a l  gov t ' r ' n r r t t ' n t  t ( )  t i l ke  ovc t  r t r t d  ( ) l ) e r : t t c  t hc  I l r <  i l i t i c s

l r l i e l  t hc i l  r : on rp l c t i on .  I n  u< l t l i t i on  t ( )  t l r c sc  l o t r g - t ange  r t : t on t rncn< l t t t i o t t s ,  t hc

t t :ant  u lso a( l \ ' ( ) (atc( l  in tmccl iutc t l tangcs,  su<l t  l ts  t l re <l t ' r 'c loprncr l t  ( ) l  l l  c() r l l -

p lchcnsivc mcrr t .a l  l rcul t  l r  pt -oururrr  u ndct  thc te I ' r ' i tor- ia l  l )cpat ' t I t r t - ' I t t  o l  I  l  t ' : r  l t  h. r2

I1 thc mcarr t i rne,  Dclcgatc Bart let . t  har l  r r robi l izccl  Alaskan thurches,  l )u l -scs '

associat ions,  phl ,s i r : ians,  ancl  others interestet l  in  t t tet r lu l  hcal th re l i>rrn.  
- fhese

gl-( )ups bomb:rrded Oongress wi th p lcas [ i r r  fzrvr l rable t r rnsiderat iotr  o l  B:rr t lc t t 's

Al2ska ment: r l  hcal th measure,  rvhi t :h f i r r rnulated pr ' ( )ce( lures f i r r  the hospi ta l iza-

t ion of  the tcr-r ' i tory 's  nrental ly  i l l  and also includcd the establ ishntcnt  o{ ' : t  hospi ta l .

But  the Rart let t  measure c l iec l  onJuly 2,  1952, whcn (krngressmatr  Angel l ,  who
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l ived in Port land, home of Morningside Hospital,  objected to the bi l l .13
Undeterred, Bart lett ,  earl),  in 1953, introduced vet another mental health

measure at the opening of the new Congress. This t ime the bi l l  did not get out of
the subcommittee, but heightened interest in reform led the departments of the
Interior, Defense, and Health, Education, and \4lelfare (HEW) to sponsor a
comprehensi\.e survev b1- four experts frorn the Pittsburgh Graduate School of'
Public Health. In 195,1 this survey'w.as enlarsed with the addit ion of st i l l  another
team of professionals, who evaluated Mornineside Hospital and trealth condit ions
in general in Alaska. Their f indings about mental health care essential ly agreed
u,i th those of the 1949 survey group. T'hey characterized the admission proce-
dures to hospital care as "comparable to the apprehension and commitment o{ ' :r
cr iminal" :rnd, trnderl ining their rvords, as ":rrchaic, cruel,  inhumane ancl essen-
t ial ly barbaric."t{

Earlf  in 195'1 three rnentzrl  health mcasur-es confi 'ontccl lau,makers: Bart lett 's
bi l l  l ionr 1953, Pcnnsvlvania ( i l rsressm:l l)  John I ' .  

- Ihvlor 's 
new meirsurc in the

House,  and Ncbraska Sen i r to r  Hugh But le r ' s  L r i l l  i n  the  Scnate .  Both  House b i l l s
h; icl  beelr <lra{tet l  in thc l)cpartrt tetrt  of ' the Intcrior, Bart lett 's rvi th the assist; trrcc
ol lrsychiatr ic special ists, in resporrse to the 19,19 ()vcrholser rep()rt . ' l 'he c:hiel '
di f fcrent:e bct.n'eett the nvo Hotrsc mc:rsurcs corrsistccl ol 'a cl :ruse in thc'Ihylor bi l l
which providecl th:rt  the lederal go\,ernrnent "sh:r l l  nevcr appropriate rnorc
rn()ney { irr the cale o1'Alaska's mental ly i l l  than i t  r l i<[ in f iscal vear l1)5,1," sorne
$798,600.  I t  a lso  prov ic lec l  tha t  the  ( ( ) t ) t rac t  bc tweer r  the  Dcpar tmer r t  o f ' thc
Interior:rnd l lortt ingside Hospital woult l  remain in l i rr<:e unti l  i ts expi lat ion in
1958. Bart lett  privateh'objer:tccl to the pr()vision th:rt  worrl<l { icczc I 'ederal ap-
propriat iorrs at thc l9. l-r4 level bet::rusc he was lear{ ir l  that the terr i t()r ial  t{()vern-
ment would bc unirble to rrtake up the dif l 'erences in subse<luent veal 's. Bart lett
voicecl his reser' \ 'at ions t() the executivc scssion ol thc sutrc<trnrnit tee considering
the 

-Ihvlor-bi l l  
but. w:rs ove rrulccl;  :rncl on May 24, 1954, the Housc ( lornnrirr.ee r irr

Interior ancl Insrr lar Al l :r i rs fhvorably reportecl the 
' lavlor 

bi l l .
Bart lett  had also cotnntunir:ated his { 'eals t() the terl i tor ial cornrnissioncr of '

health, Dr. (1. Earl Albrecht, who was leading the Alaskan suJ)porters o1'nrenrul
hcalth rel in'nr. Although Bart lett  hacl pleclgecl hirn to si lcncc, Al lrrer:ht apparently
lelaterl Rartlett's worr-ies to the Kcl.chifum Ak*ka Ch.nnitlt, rvhir:h reportecl ttre
dele gate's "14rave conce rn at the r:hanr:es of pass:rge" of 'Thvkrr ' 's l t i l l .  Thylor angri ly
let Bar-t lett  know that the only clanger that might prevent early enar:trnent of 'his
A laska rncn ta l  hea l th  b i l l  was  Bar t le t t ' s  o l r . je r : t ion  to  the  $798,000 ce i l ing
on f 'ederal appropriat ions. Bart lett  was f irr ious at Albrecht for his breach of
co t r f ide  nce . r5

()n.fune 7, 195,1, Congressm;rn.fohn Byrnes,: ln ()pponent of thc Alaska legisla-
t ion, asked unanimous consent that the 

- laylor 
bi l l  be passed over without prej-

udice, whereupon the author as
remove the bi l l  from the c()nsen
Bart lett  had seated himsell 'nert rr r
raise an objection. Tal'lor rras rearl
calendar "so he could seek :r rulc f
notice" u,hen Byrnes, and not Bur
noticed that the Congt*es.sirtrtal Il,,,n
He speculated that t l -r is <lclet ion
permanent record of Rcpublir ' ; rrr

On Julv 6 the Hotrse P:rrsct l  r
Bart lett  did not express arlurlr .rrr(
cau t ion  tha t  he  doubtec l  lhe  rc r  r  r r
rnenta l  hea l th  p rogranr  r l i th i r r . r  r t
help clef i 'av expenses. He urqe<i
Ineasure ancl to pass a bi l l  rhar rrr
de legate  ac ted  caut ious l r  i r r  h r .  t c . r
w a r t t e < l  " l r 1  ; r  f r i e n < l  l h l r l  i r  r r . r r
ou t r i sh t  oppos i t ion  to  the  b i l l :  i l  rh
o{ '  th is  aga ins t  rne  i r r  rhc  f  o r rh t ,
g()vcrn()r and leeislattrrc irr  _.\ l :r .L.r
nre:rsl lre widelr.  clesi l 'e<[ lrr  el i  .cgr

' fhc  
Senatc  ( lonr rn i t tee  ( )n  In tc r

: r rnended 
' lav lo r  

b i l l  to  rhc  f  r r l l  \ c
thc  vo lun tar l  hosp i ta l i zar i ( )n  o f  r :
p l o t c r l u l e  f o r  l r o s p r t : r l i z . r l i o r r  t r 1 >
sa lesuards  l i r l  the  par icnr .  . - \ r r r  p :
b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  j u c l i c i : r l  l r e a r i r r q . .

. jur l icial heal ing rrrulcl  appc:r l  rhc <i
new prrrcedures \\ 'ere t() re l) lJ( c
m:rirrecl unr:hangeci since l !) l  t .-r  r '

A l though the  A laska mcnra l  l r r ' . r
cornrn i t tee ,  when the  b i l l  I rna l l r  c ,
B:rrt lett 's opposit ion t() s() l l )c () l  t t \  \

in that scssion. 
' l 'he 

clelegare hatl  lx
ine  A laska to  assunre  hnan< iu l  re ,
r:ornmitted after Apri l  l .  l ! , | .-r :r .  H
N{orningside contract unti l  l9:19. I
te r r i to r ia l  f i  nanc ia l  respons ib i l i t r . ,
he ld  on  the  su l r jec t  in  1955.  

' l  
he  d

terr i tor ial Board o{ '  Healrh. lcd
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udice, u'hereupon the author asked, and u'as granted, unanimous consent to
remove the bill from the consent calendar. Shorth' before the bill rvas called,
Bartlett had seated himself next to Ihvlor, who apparenth' thought he was going to
raise an objection. Thvlor u'as readl ' to r ise and ask that the bi l l  be str icken from the
calendar "so he could seek a rule for i t ,  and [he] was so wound up that he did not
notice" u'hen Bvrnes, and not Bart lett ,  made the objection. Bart left  subsequently
noticed that the Congressional Ret:onl of June 7 omitted mention of' Byrnes' action.
He speculated that this delet ion hacl been made so that ther.e n,ould be no
permanent record of Republican opposit ion to the legislat ion.r6

o'Julr '  6 the H.use passed the 
-Ihvlor 

measure and sent i t  to the senate.
Bart lett .  did not express adamant opposit ion to the senate ver-sion, but he cl id
cauti()n that he doubted the terr i tor ial government r:ould pa;,- the f ul l  costs of a
mental health proeranr within a vear, despite the grant of 200,000 acres of land to
help cle{iav expenses. He ursecl the Serrate c:ommittee to dcf 'er ar:t ion on t5e
nleasure and to pass a bi l l  that rvould only rcvise cornrnitment procedur.es. ' rhe

delegate acted cautiortsl l  in his test irnon) befbre the senarors Lrecause he hacl becn
warnecl "by' a fr ienrl  that i t  was verv arlenth' desired by sonre th;rt  I  expr.ess
outr isht opposit iotr to the bi l l ;  i f  that rvere done. .  .pol i t ical capital w6llcl  6 m:rcle
ol this asainst mc in thc I i>rthcrrrrr ing r: irrnpaign. ' [ ,r .csurnably, a Rcpublicarr
f{()\ 'e} ' l lor i l l )( l  lcgislature in Al:rska woul<l accuse B:rrt lett .  of opposit ion to a rel irr .m
rneasu le  w ide l l ' c les i rcd  b1  a l l  scgrnents  o f ' thc  A laskan popu la t ion . rT

J'he Se.ate ( l .rnmittec . '  I ' fe ' i ,r  a.cl I 'sular Aff:r irs f :r ' . rabry reo.rted thc
lrnrc- 'r t t le<l thyl<r bi l l  ro the ftr l l  Serrate on Atrgrrst l l l . ' l 'he n)ca\ure pr,rvidecl fbr
the voluntary h<>spital izat ion ol ntental l f  i l l  inr l ivir luals. l t  :r ls9 prgviclc<l for a
proccclure l i r l  l lospital izat. ion ttpolt  corrrt  orr let-,  lvhich rontaincd al l  p11ssi6le
saleetrat 'cls l i rr  the patient. Alr l  paticrrt  lcf i-rsecl r l ischarge f irrn a hospital wglld
be cnti t led to a. ju<l icial hearing, and any' patient hospit:r l izcd as the result of ' :r
iut l ic ial hearing could appeal thc clecisiorr to Alaska's terr i tor i :r l  distr- i t . t  c9urt.  The
ncw Prlcedures wele t.o repla<:e the crimirral lunacy pr-ocee<lings that hacl re-
rnainccl unchangcrl sinr:e 190I 'r .  t  8

Although the Alaska tncntal hc:r l th rneasure w:rs apl)r()ved by the insular affairs
r:ornnrit tee, whcn the bi l l  l inal ly carnc up in the f ir l l  Sen:rte, i t  was passecl over..
I lart le t t 's opposit iotr t() some o{' i ts specif ic provisi<-rns ef l 'ect ively ki l lecl the mcAsure
in that session. 

' l 'he 
r lclegate hacl been unhappy with a Scnate anrenclnrent re<1rrir-

ing Alaska to :rssumc I i l rancial responsibi l i ty '  f i rr  the inst i tut ional car.c ol '  th6se
rrmmittecl al ier Apri l  l ,  1955. Hc hacl :r lso opposed the continuation ol the
N{or-ningsicle (:ontract unti l  1959. Bart lett ,  al though approving of the concepr or
terr i tor i ;r l  f inancial responsibi l i ty, st i l l  bel ievcd rhat c()nrplere hearings should be
helcl on the subject in 1955. Thc delegate's stanrl  put him in opposit ion with the
terr i tor ial Board ol Hcalth, led by the energetic Dr. Albrecht. Bart lerr,  who
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customari lv  at tempted to achieve consensus and broad suPport  {br  the resolut ion

of  important  issues,  f 'e l t  that  he had been undermined bl  the Board of  Heal th 's

endorsement of  the Ser-rate vers ion.  Barbara Dimock,  h is Republ ican opponent in

the 1954 delegate race,  used the incumbent 's  opposi t ion as a campaign issue.

Bart let t  easi l l  reta ined his seat . re

l lar l r , '  in  the nerv session of  Oongrcss,  Delegate Bart let t  ancl  Replesentat ive

Ldi th ( l . reen of  ( ) regon intr<>cluced legis lat ion moderniz ins commitmcnf l ) r ( )cc-

du res . ' I - hev  p rescn ted  scpa ra te  b i l l s  p r ' ov i d i ng  f t r l  t he  cons t r l r c t i ( ) l )  o f  a  hosp i t a l

l i r r  Alaska's rnental ly  i l l .  Short lv  thcreaf ier ,  ScnatoL Richald Nertbe t 'ser  o1' ( ) re-

gon , : r n  o l d  Ba r t l e t t  f r i cnd ,  i n t r od r r r : ed  s im i l a l  l e s i s l : r t i r t n  i n  t l r c  Sc t ra te .  M r , t  n i n r I -

s i c l e - -  HosP i t a l  hac l  senc t l  a  usc f l r l  t ' o l e  c l t r r i ng , ' \ l l r s ka ' s  1 l - on t i c r  t ' r : t : t nd  l ' a s

() l )erat inf r  r rnder resyronsi l l lc  : tn<l  r 'o t tsc ict r t iot ts  ( ) \ \ 'ncrs,  Netr l terger obset  vcd.  but

thc (  ( )nt fuct  systerr l  o1 ' r :a l ing l i l l  the rne ntal ly  i l l  l  as [ i rndarnetr t l t l l l '  rvro l ' tg.  <:r t te l ,

and : r r c ' hu i r ' .  ( ) n  c l r r l i c r ' <x< ' : r s i o r r s ,  t he  scn l l t ( ) r  c ( ) n t i t r t t c ( I ,  t r t cn l b t ' t ' s  r l l  ( ) t cgon ' s

c6 lg r css i 6p l r l  r l c l cqa t i on  l r ac l  r r se< l  t l r c i l  i n f l t r cn t ' c  t o  b l<xk  c :h : t nqes  i n  l l t t t  t l ' ea t -

rnent  o1'Alusku's nrcnt : r l l l  i l l  bc<'urrsc N{oln ingsic lc l {osPi tu l  hacl  Pr 'ovic let l  a v l t l t r -

a l t l e  l o< : r l  l t a y ro l l  i n  l ' o r t l un r l .  " l  l t : no r rn<c  un l  s t t < l t  t o t r s i t l c r : t t i o t r , "  Nc t t l r e rgc t -

r . 61c l r r r I g<1 ,  " kno rv i ng  t ha t  t l r t ' ] r r r n l r r r c  and  t r p l i g l r t  pco l t l c  o f  ( ) r ' e ruon . j o i n  t l l t  i t l

t l r i s  s t an t l . " 2o

Wi t l r  sq  r n2p r ,  l r i l l s  i r r  t l r c  l t ey r l r e r ' ,  t hc  S r r l r t o t n tn i t f c t ' o r t ' l i ' r ' r ' i t o l i l r l  l t t t c l  l t t s r t l t t t '

. { l l : r i l s  o {  t l r t .  I  l o r r se  ( l on t rn i t t ce  on  l n t c r i o r  u t r c l  I r t s t t l ; t t -  , \ 11 : r i r s  t r ppo in t c t l  l t

spc t  i a l  su l r t ' on r rn i t t c c  l i r l  i n spc t  t i nu  N lo t  n i ngs i< l e  I  I osp i t a l  i r t  I ) o t  t l : t l r t l .  S t t l x  o tn -

n r i t t ee  r r r e rnbc rs .  i r r t l r r c l i ne  f ) r ' l cgu t c  l l a r t l c t t .  spc l r t , \ p l i l  7 ,  l 1 )55 ,  l r t  t h t  I r osp i t l r l .

l  [ c ; c  t l r gv  l c l r r r r t ' r l  f | r r 1  t l r t ,  t c s t i r nonv  o l  Wa t t t t '  \ \ ' .  (  ] o t  ,  , , r r t t t t  l t t t < l  l n : t l ) i t g c l ,

anc l  h i s  son  I  I cn l v  W (  l oc ,  g t ' ne l u l  m i t nuge r  o {  t h t '  s : t t t i t u r i t t t t t  (  ( ) l t l l ) t t t r v  op t  t  : t l  i t t t l

t h c  I r osp i t a l .  t l u r t  l l X ) . l  l : r s  t hc  [ i r s t  t i n r c  t . l r a t  t hc  D ( ' l ) l r l ' t l ' t t c l l t  o f  t ] r c  I n t t l r i o l  l t a c l

t uskcc l  t l t c  hosp i t u l  t ( )  ( uke  ( l u  ( ' ,  t ( ' l n l ) ( ) r ' r r l i l r - ,  o l  l t  1 i ' u ' r \ l a skun  t n t t n t : t l  l r l r t i t ' r l t s . ' I - l t c

t .c ln l ) ( )n l ry a l  l  lu l l - { ( ' l } tcnt  Iurc l  l tcr 'or t r t :  l )cr I I l : t t tot t l .  
- f  

l r t t  l l r tcst  (  ( ) l ) t l ' i l ( : t  l r t ' t t ' t ' t ' t t

N {o l n i ngs i c l c  un r l  t l r e  l ) e l ) : u  t r ncn t  o l  t l r c  l n t e r i o r - l t : t c l  l r t ' t o t l c  c l l i t t i v c  on . f  t r l l '  I ,

l 1 ) l ' r l l ,  l r r r d  \ \ , us  t ( )  l l l l  pn t i l . l u l ) c : i 0 ,  l 1 )5 f l .  l ' l r c  l i < l t ' r ' a l  s ( ) \ c t ' I l l l l c t ) t  I t : t < l : t q t ccd  t t r

l x r y  a  base r  l u t . t  o1 ' $1 ,9  1  l r c r  l ) a t i c l l t  l ) c l  r l r ( ) n th ,  t o  l r c  ac l j t r s t e t l  s c rn i l r nn t ra l l l  l i r r '

in l lat ion.  I lc f i r 'cetr  190.1 urr<l  l ! )51-r .  sornt '2,7,3- l  r \ laskiut  l )at ie l l ts  l r l tc l  t ' t : t  t t iverc l  t :arc

I r t  N lo rn i l t us i c l c .  f ) u l i ng  t l r i s  pc l i o r l  t l r t ' hosp i t . l t l  pop t r l l t t i o t r  ha t l  t ' em l t i t t c< l  l l r i r - l v

(  o l ls tu l l t  l rc tu,cr- 'n l l l tO to iJ60 l r i t t icnts pcr  yc l t t  -u i th t l is<: l ta lgc at t t l  c l t ' : t t l r  l 'a tes

<' losclv lc latc<l  to acl tn iss iot t  l  utcs.zt

Thc srr l t r :ornrni t tcc r :orrnscl  ln<l  rnetnl rcrs \ \ 'c l  e bot l r t ' t  cc l  by Alasklrn tc l l i to l i l t l

co rnn t i t r ncn t  p ro t cc l r r r cs . ' I ' h cv  l c l r | ned  t h i l t  t nos t  l ) l t t i en t s : t r l ' i vec l  a t . t : o t nPan ie l c l

bv  u  r nu l shu l  ( ) r  u  l n i l t r ( ) n ,  somc t i t t t es  u , i t h  a  t - c l a t i ve  o r  l l ' i e l t c l : t s  r ve l l ,  l l r t  t l l l r t

esrrer l r l l l ,  thcy t  urnc u, i thotr t .  any tv l )e o l  c l in i t :u l  h isto ly <tr  d i l tgr tost i t  t ' t rot 'c ls .  Ntr

t ranscl ipts o l  Alaskan t :orrr rn i tnrcnt  hear ings lverc Inr tde.  ln a ty l - r i t :a l  c t tsc,  r . r 'het t !

hospi ta l  personnel  cont : rctcd t l r t '

pa t i en t ,  t he1 , f ound  t ha t  he  k r t c r '

s ionel  reported that  he had I ion r :

the heal ing,  ancl  took thc pl t icnt

Ben r ,een  AP l i l  2 l  and . f  u l v  r .  l ! .

\ \ i a sh ing ton .  D .C .  
- f he r  

l r e r r r r l  . r

f l - om  thc  va r i ous  e \ecu t i \ e  ( l ( ' l ) . i l

Br  thc nr iddle of  N{ar ' .  tht '  < i t  1. r . r
and \ \ 'c l lare hacl  sul rnr i t tcc l  t l r t - i r

t u t e  measu f c ,  u  h i ch  l l r t l  t  t ' t  t ' i r ,

. \ laska's governor,  IJ .  I - t  unk I  l t ' r r r

f i l s t  t i n r c ,  a  b : r d l v  nce r l e r l  i r t t t - i r . r

r r ) cn t  ( ) l  t hc  r ncn tu l l v  i l l  o l  t i r t '  t , ' r

l a t c r l  i n  t l r e  ncu  n l ( ' i l su r ' ( ' .  I ) t - l t ' t . r t

l cg i s l a tu re  i r t  Fc l r r r u r l r  t l l r t  I  l r t  r  t '

app r ' o : r c l r  n ' o r r l < l  l r t '  ; r g l t ' t ' : r l r l t  t .  t

t l t t  l t t t l r s t l t t  r r t r d t ' t  t l i . ,  l t \ \ l . l l  \ \ .

ncu  b i l l .  u  i t l r  t h t ' r ' x< ' t ' p t i o r t  . l  \ \ . r

c t  r l non t i c  s r r l v i v i r l . ? l

\ \ ' l r i l c  hcu l i nss  \ \ ' c r ' ( '  l r t ' i r r ' t  l r t - i

t h c  c : ong l css i on : r l  l r c t i o r r  o l l  t I r ( '  n l r

i n  t hc  nc r r s l - r : r pc l s .  \ \ ' l r i l t '  t l r t  ( . ,  r

Dt t i f i ' l in ts dcst  l i l r t '< l  l i r t  i t .  r  t ' . t t l t

i ngs i de  Hosy r i t l r l .  l r t < l  I  t ' r t i r t  t i  . '  l ,

1 ' ' , ' 1 p  l { t i l l i t .  l 1 } i : l  l ) i \ r  " r n l ) . r r ) \  i ) .

A r r< l  s i r r < . t ' ,  : r s  t l t e  so l c  o t r  n t  t .  \ t : .  (

s a l r i l ' , v  I ' a l t g i n g  l l o t t t  S ! : l . t t t t t t  t , '

seVc l l t ec l l  ye i t t ' s  l r : t t l  : l l l ) r ) u l l t (  ( l  t r

( ) n ( '  w : l y  t o  t n i t k c  : t  r t t i l l i o r t  t l ,  ' l i . r r .

t l r i l t l  l r r i l l i , r r r , ' '  l ) ( ( . l l l \ (  i t  r r . r .  t t

be t r vee r t  l 90 l  un t l  l 1 ) : 1 . ) . : :

I i  , , \ l u sk i r n  l ) ; t l x ' r ' \  t r t ' r ' t ' u t ) t r  t t  r r

l r l l y  i n  ( i ong r -e : i sn l i u r  . \ . l - .  \ t r l l r r

t : u l e  ac l r n i r t i s t e re ( l  i r t  \ l o r  n i n { . r<1 ,

rvould lcv isc r ' ( ) l lmi t r l r r r ) t  I ) r ' (  ) (  ( ' ( l

t o  hc l p  t he  t e l l i t o l v  cs tub l i . l r  . r  I t r

p lo l - rosal  f  o l  u $6.5 I t t i l l ion l t 'c l t ' r

l reul th f i t : i l i t ics in . . \ lusk;r . 'n
' f l r l o r r g l r o r r t  

I  l r t '  d t ' l i l r t  t . r t t ,  r t t .

mcasu rc  l i r r  subcommi t t ee  rnc rn t ;
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hgspi ta l  personnel  contacted the cgmmissigner r tho had cgmmit ted l l  part icular

pat ient ,  thel , fourrd th:r t  he knerv as l i t t le  about the casc as t l ley d id.  The (( )mmis-

s ionel  re l ror ted that  he l rad f lorvn to an isolated v i l lage dur ing a snorvstor tn,  held

the hear ing,  ancl  took the pat ient  out  l , i th in a matter  o l  hal f  an h() t r r  or  so.22

Be r l een  Ap r - i l  2 l  anc l Ju l v  8 ,  I 955 ,  t he  subcommi t t ee  he ld  spo rad i c  hea r - i ngs  i n

\ ,Vas6ingt61.  D.(1.  
- fhel  

heard ancl  c l r iest ioned c loscly sorne th i t ' teen \ \ ' l tnesses

frorn ther var iotrs ex€tct l t ivc departnrct- t ts .

By t6c rn iddle o1 \ , Ia l ,  thc c icpartments ( ) {  the I t l ter ior  and FIcrr l th,  F.dut :at ion,

apcl  \ {c l lnre had subrtr i t tec l  thei l  proposecl  a l l tcndmcr l ts  i l ' r  the l i r r - rn o{ 'a suLrst i -

t . te nte2slrc,  rv l r i< h har l  leccivccl  thc b lessing ol  the I l t t reau of '  t l te I l t rc lget .

A laska ' s  ! i ( ) \ ' c l no l  , I ] .  I " r ' ank  F l c i n t z l cmr tn ,  cndo rsed  t hc  b i l l  a s  p r ' ov i d i ng ,  l i r r  t hc

f i r s t  t i r nc ,  a  bac l l l ' n cc t l c t l  i t t t eg t - i t t ed : t nc l  co rnP t ' c l t ens i ve  l ) r ( ) g l a rn  f i r r  t hc  t r ea t -

n l c , l l t  ( ) [  t hc  r ncn tu l l l  i l l  o l  t he  t c | r i t o | v .  ( ) r r t l i n i nu  t hc  n ra i t t  y ro i n t s  t r o$ ' i n t , r t ' 1 r , , -

r -atc<l  in t l r t ,nc$. i l )e i lsul -c,  Dclcgatc l lar- t lc t f  to lc l  u jo int  r 'ornnr i t tcc o{  t l rc  terr i t .or ia l

l cg i s l l t p t - e  i 1  l c l t r . r r : r ; l  t l r u t  t h t : r - c  " u ' as  r r nan i t t t i t y : l l t l ( ) n ! l  t hc  r r t cm l r c l ' s .  .  . t h : r t  t l t c l

I r p1 . r16u t l t  l o t r l < l  l r e  l t g t ' c c l t l l l e  t ( )  t l l o . ' \ l i l s ka  I  cg i s l ; t t t t t < r . " 2 "  
- f he  

dc l cga te  f  c ' l t  t ha t

thc nre:rstr r . t '  t rnr l t  l  c l is< t rss ior l  s 'as an cx<' t ' l lc t t t  ot re.  Nlost  r r ' i tnesscs f :nort lc l  t l l t r

1g1  5 i l l ,  w i t l r  t hc  ( ' x ( ' e  l ) t . i ( ) n  o l  \V : r 1nc  l r nc l  Hcn l r . ' ( l o c , ' t t l t o  r vc t  t l  { i gh t i ng  I i r l ' t l r c i r '

c t  < l non t i t  s t t t  v i r ' : t 1 . "

\ \ ' l r i lc  I reu' i .gs \ \ ' ( ' r 'e  l rc i t r { .1 hcl ( l  in  Waslr i l rgtot l ,  t t l l ' t ' i to t ' i l t l  tcs i r lcnts l i r l lou 'cd

thc  t . q l g r . css i 9 l : r l  : u  t i o r r  ( ) r )  t l l c  r nen t : r l  hc l r l t l r  l ne l r s t l l ' ( ' t h l o t r gh  o i  t  i t s i o l t l t l  r e l ) ( ) l  ( s

i r r  t l r e  r r c r vs l l r pe l s .  \ \ l r i l c  t hc  ( l ocs  \ \ ' c l c  ( ) l t  t l r t ' s t l t r t c l ,  l i t r  c x : t r t r p l t ,  t l t cAw l t o ru t l c

Drt ihTru, .s c lgst l i l r t 'c l  l i r l  i ts  r -c i rc l t : r 's  I ron \ \ ' l tvnt ' \ \ ' .  ( lot ' ,  t l tc  solc orvt tcr  r l {  Mort t -

i ngs i dc  F l6s1 t i t . a l ,  huc l  t ' cup t ' c l  l r  { i r r - t u r r c  I r ' on r  t r - cu t i l t g  t h t ' t c r l i t o l y ' s  r r l en ta l l v  i l l .

l . r . o r r r  l 1 ) l l 6 t o l ! ) i r l l l r i s r : o r n P a r r r , h a t l s l i o u n u l l ( ' t r c t r l l ' l ) l t { i e t - t i t x t ' s o f  $ ( i 7 l ' 6 ( ) 6 . ' 1 3 .

, , \ 1 r l  s i r r r : t ' .  1 s  t l l c  s ( ) l e  ( ) \ \ ' 1 c r ' ,  N { r ' .  ( l og  I r u t l  s c t  h i s  o t t t  s t r l t t l l  t l t r l i l t g t l l l r t  l l t l l i od - l r

s : r l u r . y  r - a1e i1g  l r r r r n  $23 ,0 (X )  r o  $30 .000  l ) 1 ' r '  \ ' ( ' u r ' -  l r i s  t o t a l  I ' e r t t r t n  f i r t  t l r c

sc ' . 1 t ce l t  yea l s  l r ac l  : uno r rn t c r l  t ( )  $ l , l  l l ' ) , 1 - ( ) 6 . ' 1 i i .  f h l r t ,  t l t c  p l r pc r  t ' o l t c l t t < l ec l .  uas

()nc wav t6 rnakt ' l r  rn i l l ion ckr l la ls i r r rc l  yrct 'h i rps " l r t :  rvel l  ( ) l )  t l le  \ \ ' l tv  to A setol t t l  o l

t l i t .c l  11i l l i61."  l rc lutrsg i t  rvas not  knorvn l torr  l t t t rc l t  p lof i t  ( i t lc  h l r< l  rc: r l izcd

l r e t r vcc l r  l ( ) 0 "1  l nd  l ! ) 35  2 ;

l l  Al l rsktrn l )1 l l )c l .s  x 'er-e urr f l  icndlr -  tor .vurc ls t l te ( locs,  thc ( i rcs at  lcast  l i r t r l td an

a l l y  i 11  ( i , pg r - csss l un  A .1 . .  M i l l e l  o f  Nc l r l aska ,  r v l t o  l uv i sh l v  p l a i s t ' r l  t he  r ne t l i ca l

t : : r rc udt l in istetct l  l t (  \ {o ln i l tgs i< lc.  Nt : r 'e l ' thc less,  hc lnvoled l ) l lssagc ol  a b i l l  that

* .p ld r .e y isc <:ornrrr i tment procc<l tu 'cs as rvel l  as g la l r t .  Al l lska i r00,000 acrt ls  ot  lat rc l

t .  l rc lp thc ter l . i to l  v  cstabl ish u mcntal  heal t l r  p logr i tnr .  I  Ie l rdaln l r t t t ly  opposcd a

1r. . r1r , r ru l  f i l -  a $6.5 rn i l l ion lecle l l 'a l  appropr i l t t io t r  [ i r r  the const fu(  t io l l  o{  nrcntal

I rcal th 1:x: i l i t ics i t r  . \ laskl t .26
' l '5r .61gh61t 

t |c  del ihrat ions l )e lcgatc l lar t let t  c l t r r i f  icd var iot ts l tsPc( l ts  ( ) l  the

lneusul 'e f i r t 'subc6mrni t tee mernbct-s.  Hc at tempted,  o{ ten unst t t :cessIul ly ,  t ( )  ward
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off cr ippl ine atnendnents, such as <lne rvlr ich earmarked income fbr the land

grant. r 'aiseJ to 'ne mil l i 'n acres bl '  an amendment bv ( 'ongressman \{ i l ler '  for

m ( ' n t J l  l r r e l t l r  P t r t  P , , s e s  o n l \ '

ln the f inal subcommittee vote , ele\"en Republicans votecl against the measurcr

r.hi le thirtcen l)emgcrats and one Republican voted in lavor ol i t '  Bit tel debate

had developecl over the prciposed gfant ()f  $6.5 rni l l ion lbr the constrt l( t i ()n () l

Alaskan mental heir l t l ' r  {aci l i t ies. ( iongressrnan IUi l ler- had $'antcd t() cut the

pr< lposec laPProPr ia t ion i r - r l ra l fbu thadrv i t l rd rar r .n t } ra tamendment in f : r \ . ( ) fo f

one rvhit :h rvoulcl har,c { irrced Alask:i  t()  match the clonstruction appr-rtpriat iot l

dol lar i i rr  clol lar-.  l lart lett  and his f-el lorv subcommittec De mocr-ats had succ ess{ul lv

resisted t ir is anrcnclment, p| irnari ly becausc-'  no prel iminary cl iscussiotrs had Lreen

held 9n t l tc r lattcr. Mil lcr Iart resp6n{ed [y cal l ins Bar-t lctt  sttrblx) l  n and [ laming

him {irr the slon Pr()gress ol 'a varietv of Alaska lcgislat ion 2T

On.f ulv 8, l95i,  the subcommittee rep.r ' tcr l  the ar 'encleci Alaska me ntal health

measure to the f ul lcornrnit tee. ln turtr,  the conlr lr i t tee reported i t  to the f ir l l  House

o n J u l Y  2 5 ,  1 9 5 5 . ' 8

It  soon bccarne appat ent that thc Scl late rvott ld rtot irold hearings ()n f  he Alaska

tnent:r l  hcalth rncasure. 
-I  

het-c $': ls a. lso strbstatrt ial  t loul l t  that the Horrse Rules

(irmntit tee woukl rrrnsider a l-e(l t lest { ir l  a rulc at this t inle, becausc thc lea<lership

harl decided to r: lear tor.act ion onlv thosc bi l ls rvhich posscsserl nati()nal ir l lpol '

tance. Friencls o[ the Alaska nre2rsure, therc{ir l  e, clecidecl to wait unti l  1956 { ir l  the

final push in ()ongress. Rart lctt .  optinl ist ical l l 'pledictecl that the Alaska rncttt :r l

hcalth bi l l  wort lcl  bct:orne law in l9irt i  "

In the rneantirnc, the Housc Suburrnmittee ort 
- lcrt i tot ' ial  antl  I t tsul irr  Aflairs

. j o u r r r e , v e c l t t l A l a s k a t < > l r e a r t e s t i m ( ) n y a r r r l i r t v e s t i g l l t e a l ) y [ l a t t e r s u ' i t l r i r r i t s
juriscl ict ion. Delegat.e Rart lctt  at.cornpaniccl the sttbcottt lni t tec arrcl at t i rnes Pres-

l . l .d .ru..  t l rc hearings. F()r 1wenty-two clays ir t  Se Ptenlbct '  l ! ;115, thc srt l l t :c 'muli t tce

tr.avelerl  wiclcly throughout thc tcrr i torv, visi t i l l l3 eightcelr crrtntrtutr i t ics'  l t-r t t t t

Bar.ron,to King Salmon and Kotl iak to Kett:hikan. () l  thc many resiclents test i f  ying

o n a w i c l e r a n g c o f p r o b l e m s , a p r p r o x i m a t e l y { i r r t l a d c l r e s s e d t h c m s c l v e s t o t h e

ment:r l  health prograrn. 
- l 'he new bi l l  befirre oongress, introclut:c<l bv Repl-escnta-

t ive Edith Grcen of ()regon, fbund rviclc suPJ)()rt  in Alaska

Subcornni l t te" ,-r, .r ,-rb"r-s hearcl thc U.S. attorney l i rr  the Fourth Jucl ir : ial  Divi-

sion, 
-I 'heod<)fe h. stevcns, voicc his cri t ic ismof' the comrtr i tment proccdurcs'

Although greatly respecting the process ol '  tr ial  bv iury'  Stcvens doubted iury

. l ,rdgrr ' t .rr tr ' i , r  insanity cases' Olien, Stevetrs cornntented' insane i lrdividuals ap-

p"or:"a extrcrnely lucir i  .n thc rvit tress st:rn<l ir t  a sanit l  hearing, while perfcct ly

n o r m a l i n < l i v i c l u a l s o f . t e r r g o t n e l v ( ) u s a n d f i r l g e t y . . f h c U . S . a t ' t ( ) r n e y t o l d o f

having been cautioned in advance about one insane nl i ln rvho u'oulcl appear very

lucid and clear in his test irnony and "that we should al low himto continue' '  as

long as he rvanted because hc rr 'ot

sl ide quickly. l t  rvas rr 'el l  orer a

happened. But when i t  dicl  haPPt

off his shoe ar-rd began reacl ing a

poli t ical speech and a cottple oi

advance w:rrning tvtts girett .  Stcrt

no  more  than tuent r  n l i t t t t te . .  I r

In  the  hear ings  Bat ' t le t t  r i c r t t

witnesses lvhether () l  I l () t  . \ l . I \k,

Jvpical of ' the anstvet s gi\  cl l  \ \  cI t '  l

Bo i le  au ,  S . f  . ,  o f  Fa i rb i t r . rk . .  l l o th  d

and Bo i leau asser ted  th l t t  g l \ c r l

Richard Str,vker ol Attcl toraqt

nren ta l  hea l th  b i l l  bes t  r rhc t t  . t . t t r

indif l 'erent, the Alaskan peoplc

rnental ly i l l ;  thel knorr '  r t l i r t t  t '  t

cornp le tc lv  r id icu lous  th ; r t  th t  (  ,

:rb<>ut sonretlr ing that 1116' -\ l ;1rk.r

se lves .  Mor r r ings ic lc .  .  .  i s  t l t r i t r  o l

n rcn ta l  hea l th  b i l l  i t se l l .  a t t< l  r t  I t t

ln  Fa i rbanks  Bar t le t t  : t l c t t t< l

Alaska woulcl be reqlt ircr l  to trt . t t

basis. Flei lr tzlenl i i l )  \ \ ' l ls ( cl  t . t l l )  {h

l i rn r ls .  l I r  any  eve l t t ,  the  gor  c t  t to t

a  {ec lc ra l  respons ib i l i t r .  s i t r t c  t l re

l- lc cxpecterl  to do i tr  pitkinq trp

c:rre of these people.- 'r"

A t irccl sub(r()nrnt l t tce I ctLl l  l lc l

heard test imttnv attcl  re( () l l ) I I lc l l (

h:rcl  gainecl an appreciat iolt  r t i  t t

L ,a r ly  in . f  anuan l95h rhe  Hr r

l e e t  a r t t l  l r l  u n e n i n t o t t :  r t t i t  t  r o t r
-I 'he 

congressmen \ i 'ere bl is: l  ul l

panic among a segmel)t ol thc P
The panic i tscl l 'bcgarl otr Jatru

article in the obscure Reg'lta ttl

U .S.A. "  Expanded coPies  o [ ' the

by the Cali fornia chaPter o{ thr

art icle defined the Alaska rncnta

f<rr an infamous scheme to establ
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long as he wanted because he would reach the peak of his development and then

slide quickl,v. It n'as well over an hour, probabh' into tn'o hours, before that

happened. But when i t  did happen, i t  was very spectacular. The gentleman took

off his shoe and began reading a poem about the Statue of Liberty and gave us a

poli t ical speech and a couple of other things."no Norrnal ly, hou,ever, no such

advance warning n'as given, Stevens concluded, and sanity hearings usually took

no more than t$'ent,v minrrtes. In short,  there rvas considerable room fot et ' tor.

In the hearings Bart lett  \ ' \ 'ent to the cnrx of the opposit ion issue b,v asking

witnesses r,vhether or not Alaska r:ould assume the mental health obl ieation.

Typical ofthe anslvers given rvere those of 'Byron (] i l larn and the Reverend ()eorge

Boilearr, S. f  . ,  ol 'Fairbanks. Both denied any intention t() secure l i rr thcr fe deral aid

and Boileatr irssertccl that gir,en "a l i rothold . .  .  rve wil l  lvalk ourselvcs.""t  Mrs.

Richard Str,vker o1' Anchorage perhaps summecl up Alaskan opinions of the

nrental health bi l l  best whetr stat ing that "whether Morningside is good, bad, or

indif{ 'erent.,  thc Alaskirn people shoukl be able to havc control over their own

mental l ,v i l l ;  thcy know rvhat is requirecl.  I t  is closcst to them. In my mirrd i t  is

complct.ely r idiculous that the Oongress of thc Llnited States should have to worry

:rb()ut something that the Alaskans are per{ 'cct lv t :apable ol taking c:rre of them-

selves. Morrr ingsiclc. .  .  is <luite of icn brought up to clraw attcnti()n away f lom the

nrental health bi l l  i tsel l ' ,  ancl i t  i rr i tat.es me thoroughly when i t  happens.":r2

ln l . 'airbanks Bart lett  alertcd ( iovernor F{eintzleman to the probabil i t ,v that

Alaska woulcl bc reqrr ired to rn:rtr:h the c()nstruct ion {tn<ls on a <lol lar- l i rr-dol lar

basis. Heintzlef i)an was r:elt .ain that Alaska rvoukl be unablc to raise the nct:cssary

f irnrls. In anl 'ever)t,  thc govcrnor bel icr,ccl that r:onstrur:t ing hospital fhci l i t ies was

a Iedcral responsibi l i ty, since thc tcrr i tory'rvoulcl bc "cloing-iust about al l  *e tr>tr ld

bc expecterl  to do in pi<:king up more antl  tnore of thc chcck cvcfy ycar tr l  take

c:rre ol thesc people.":r:r

A t ired subcornrnit . tec rctulne<l { i-om its travels in Or:tober 1955. Mernbers hacl

hcart l  test imonr- and recomrnen<lat ions on rnany Al:rskan rnatters. Best of al l ,  they

had gained an appre<.iat ion ol i ts physical vastness and sPecial problcms.

Early in Januarv 1956 the Housc of Represetrtat ives strugglccl to i ts col lect ive

lcet anri  by unanimous voice v()te passed the Alask:r Mctrt i l l  Health L,nabl ing Act.
' l 'he 

congressmen werc bl isslul ly unaware that they had . just set into m()t iotr a

panic among a segment of the pol i t ical l ight wing.
' I 'he 

panic i tself  be gan on January 25, 1956, with the appearance of an unsigned

art icle in the obscure Re%stn ol Santa Ana, Clal i l i rrnia, enti t lecl "Now-Siberia,

U.S.A." [ ,xpanded copies of the art icle were mailed out widely f iom Los Angeles

by the ( lal i fornia chapter of ' the r ight-* ' ing Minute Women ofthe U.S.A. 
' fhe

art icle defined the Alaska mental health bi l l  as a vicious measure that was a cover

for an in{'amous scheme to establish in Alaska "<-rur own version of the Siberia slave I
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camps run bt the Russian l iovernrnent." The one mil l ion acres, ol '  sl ightl l '  nrore

than 1,562 square miles, granted to Alaska fbr the hospitai izat ion and care of the

me'tal ly i l l  there was an 
"t,or-,rm 

area on rvl-r ich innumerable irrcl ividuals could

be detainecl;  a1d the definit ion of r lrental i l lness rvas so broad, the art icle charged,

"as to inclucle anything from dandruf{ ' ,  heaclaches, t .ooth;rches, or fal len art:hes."

The art. icle raised the f 'ear that the legislat ion ivould, in fat: t ,  "place everv resident

9f the Unitecl States at the nlercY 9f the rvf i ims : incl fancies ol anv pers6n rvith

rvh .m the \ ,migh t  have a  ( l i sagree l r len t ,  c lus i t tg  a  charge o f  ' rnenta l  i l l ncss ' to  bc

krdgecl;rgainst them,lvith irnnrecl iate t leportat ion to Siberia. U S'A !"3{ ( icorge

Orwell  had incleeci becrt cr i l rect in his noyel-6nl l '1984 hatl  arr iverl  earl t ' '

() ther r ight-rving groups and a<:t ivists quickl l ' . ioinccl the su'cl l ing Pr'()tcst lgait tst

the Alaska ntcnt2rl  health bi l l .  Anlong matlt 'others rvel-t :  thc ( lot lcordiarrs r l{ 'North

H.l lynrr<xl,  ( lal i f i rrnia; the' l l t rrant ( iruntv \{edical Societv ol l ' 'ort  W<rrth, ' Ibxas;

the Associat ion t l1'Anrer. i<:an I ' l rvsicians arrr l  Srtrgeons; I)r ' .  ( icoIgc A. Srlycler ' ,  a

p6ys i r : ia ' . fH6 l l yw<xr t l ,  ( la l i t i r r r r ia ;  N lcn ' in  K .  Har t ,  thc  p rcs i< len t  o l  the  Nat iona l

L . c o r r 0 n t i r  ( r r r r r r r i l ,  I r r r . . , r l  \ t ' r r  \ i r r k :  : r t t r l  I ) l r t t s t t t o o l  . ; t  t l t r l i o ( ( ) l l l l ) ) e l l l ; t l o l  i l l

Dal las, Texas.

T6c  r : . .1 t r1  l yas  f l t io t l c< l  rv i th  rv i l t l ,  l l a r l t i c  I lews l ) : IPer  a l t i ( l l cs ,  bu l le t i r l s .  a r lc l

scar-c s6cels, al l  i rr  t 'esponse to t l lc i l l - inl irrr lrecl art icl t l  rvi th the t:att : l r l  slogatl

"S ibcr . ia ,  LJ .S .A. "  tha t  hac l  apPcarec l  i r r  the  l i l j i r la .  Pat r io t i<  l l l ( ) t r l )s ; t t r r l  o ther

org:rnizatiotts, as rvcl l  as the usuit l  stt tatteri t t l4 of indivicl trals on t l tc l t t t lat i<: lr- inge'

p i r :kcd  up  lhe  s lggan: t t r< l  e la l ro ra tc t l  on  i ( .  I I r  gcnera l ,  t Ie l  a l l  be l ievec i  thz l t  the

rncntal hcalth bi l l  I)r-() lx)secl t() cst l l l ) l ish a pol i t i<:r l  <:<ttrt :el l t lat iot) catl l l )  ol  ot le

rni l l iorr acres ir t  the f i 'oztt l t  ar( ' t ic w:lstes o{ Alaska. t .ca{lcts l t t t t l  Parnphlcts, rnai lecl

cl l  r ' l rsse aprl p:rssc<l f i 'onl han<l to hattt l ,  rvl trnetl  patl iots of the grislr" { ir turc irr

s t . rc  I iu .  t6c r1  i f ' thc l  c l : r rec l  to  l te  po l i t i ca l l l  i r r< lcpe t l t le r r t  o r r  the  l ( ) (a l  levc l :  i {  you

wcre  a . r i -L . l r r i ted  Nat ions ,  an t i - ( , rNLS( l ( )  (L . ln i te< l  N : t t io t rs  l -c lu< :a t io r ra l ,  S t : ien t i { i< ,

and g t r l tu ra l  ( ) rgan izar ion) ,  aga ins t  f l r ro r i r la t ion ,  o r  in  {avor  < t1 ' thc  l l r i cker

anrelf lr lerrt ;  i f  y9u v<ri<:erl  ( lh; ist iar l  pr i l t : iplcs t txr 16trr l lv at Parent- ' l i lacIcr

Associat ion l l lect i t tgs, i l 'yotr cxprcssc<l Vottr disapploval ol l lcrtrancl Russel l 's

phi los.ph.v; "thc1," rvoulr l  get \ ,()r. l .  "Thc,v" rvort ld pr '<t l tablv arrcst vou i tr  lhe rr icl<l le

, f ' thc  n igh t ,  S( )v ie t  s ty lc ,  { in< l  you  gu i l t y  o l  n ren t : r l  i l l ness ,  anc l  hus t le  vo t t  o f l ' t< r

fhrawat.Alaska, separatecl (r-orn f irrrr i ly anrl  f i - icrtcls, wltere vott woulcl end your

< lays  as  an  in t r ta (e  o f  "s ibcr ia '  L i ' s 'A  
'35

As wc.e othcr l tel lrbers of 'Ootrgress, Rart lett  lv:rs stal-t led anrl nolrplusscd bl '

the largc v6l lme of rnni l  in <>pposit i() l l  t()  the Alaska r lrcntal health ntcasrrrc'  At the

cnd o1'. fangary the delegate urge(l senatot-Henly Nl.. facksotl  9l \{ :rshingtgn to

st:hedule seuirte hearings t luickly to clea| up rrt isulrdcrstan<lings anrl apprchen-

sions. *Some o{' thesc letter writers," Bart lett  related, "are t l l ldct t}re i t trpt 'cssiotr

that the mil l ion ar:res would c()nsti tule a huge stockade in which ins:rne persotrs

rvill be turned loose, atrcl a lot ol ,

Cal i fornia a l leged that  Dr.  Or erhr

had t ies through his proles: i , r r r

(WHO).  "WHO is af f i l ia tet l  n i th t

matter  of  s imple logic [ to t ] rc .c

heal th b i l l  is  a commult is t  ent t r  [ )

A few da1's later  Bart let t  ext  lar l

an<l  cotr ta in such marvelot ts l r  : t t

crru ld hope to fo l lorv thert t  a l l . -  I ' r

more than enactntel l t  of  thc " \ l

government f  unds tct  t ra i l t  r r ' i t l to

l r r  e  l r a < l l r  n c t ' r l e r t .  I  h c  t . r r r r p , r i r . 1

t h i s . "  Wha t  we  z l r e  c l ea l i r r g  r , r t

" psYchoce ra rn i cs , "  i r r  s l t o t  l .  t  t . t t  k

( ) n  F e b r u a r l ' 2 0 ,  ! c b l t r a r r  l l . .

nr i t tee on 
' lbrr i to l ia l  

at rc l  I t t . t t l l r

hca l t h  b i l l s .  The  l . i se r rho t r ' c t  : t t l t t

overn 'helr r t i t rg rn:r lor i$ o l  r .  i t t tc .

Sctrator  Ncubergct '  pt 'ob:rb l r  . t

i n r l i ca te r l  t ha t  c ( ) t l r r n ( ) r l  h t t t t t : t t t i t ;

b c  t r ea t cc l  i r r  t he  t e I r i t o l \  l I l \ l e ;

t r l r r r i ng  t o  t l r c  Sc t ra te  a l t o t t (  . t  r  t . t l

t h c  on l v  r ca l  t : ha t t ce  t ha t  t l t c t  t '  r . r

o l  thc (krngress f  t -ot t r  ( ) rcgot t  r . ,  r

c r i s t ec l ,  Neube t ' ge r '  (  ( ) n t i I l L l c ( i .  - l

va t c  hosp i t a l  i t r  t n r  ho t t t c  ( ( ) r t l t l l t l

t : a r i ng  { i r r  A l aska ' s  n re  n ta l l r  i l l .  L

<le lcgat ion took t l ' re le: t r l . -  ot l t t ' t

pass  : r  b i l l  u ' h i ch  *o t r l t l  r t . t t l t  i t t

( ) l )erat i l r f {  f : rc i l i t l  i t r  tht '  Statc o l

( l r ecn  hac l  t ake t t  t he  l e : r t l .  ' '

( ) ppone r r t s  o1 ' t he  . \ l a ska  t r l t n t

t l r a t  H .  R .  { i : t 7 { i  t r ' a .  i t l t  i t t l t ' t  t t . t l  i t ' t

subver- t  thc ( lot ts t i tut ior t  o l  t l tc  I

N{r 's .  Stcphanic Wi l l iarr rs.  pres

In t : . ,  o f  Ru rbank ,  ( l a l i i o rn ra .  r . a

onc hundred metnbers.  She rep

states woukl  be shipper l  to . \ lar l

measure pi rssed.  Wi l l iar t ts  rarr l t

heal th b i l ls  in other states as rre l
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u' i l l  be turned loose, and a lot of other nonsense" as rvel l .  some of the mail  from
California alleged that Dr. Overholser, who had testified in favor of the Alaska bill,
had ties through his professional group to the world Health organization
(WHO). "WHO is aff i l iated with UNESCO," Bart lett  concluded, "so i t  fbl lows as a
matter of simple logic f to these r ight-r,r ' ing indivicluals] that the Alaska menral
health bi l l  is a communist enterprise."r]{ i

A Ierv clals later Bart lett  exclaimed that letters u'ere arr iving " in such numbers
and contain such marvekrusly strange statements that no rnan or group of nrer"r
could hope to f ir l low them al l ."  Perhaps, the delegate argued, u,.har was required
mole than enacfment of '  the Alask:r ment:r l  health bi l l  w,ere "huge grants of
governmer)t funcls t .o train without delal rvhole regiments o1'psychiatr ists. -I-hel

are baclh' ncedecl. The canrpaign against the Alaska nrental health acr pr.oves
th is . "  What  we a le  r lea l ing  w i th ,  Bar t le t t  s rnc lu r . led ,  a re  la rge  number .s ' { '
"psychocer-anrics," in sh()r ' I ,  cr:rckp()ts.:r 7

()r 'r  Februarv 20, I , 'ebruary ?1, ancl ag:r in on N{arch !r,  1956, thc Se narc Subc6nr-
tnit tcc otr ' Ibrr i tor ial arrt l  lnsular AfTairs helcl he:rr inqs on rhe Alaska mepral
hcalth bi l ls. l -hc [, isenholvcr aclnt inistrat ion su]) l)()r ' tcd t lrc legislat ion, as dicl  thc
or. 'crwhclrnirrg rn:r jor i t l  o{ rvi tnesses who test i f iecl.

Sett: i tor Ncuberger'  probablv sunrrnarizcd best thc reusons l i r l  support u'hen ]re
in<l icatecl th:I t .  c() lr lmor) hurrraniurr i :rn inst in<:ts r l ictatecl that Alaska's rnent:r l lv i l l
bc treate<l in thc terl i ton insteacl ol shippccl {:rr away to ()r.egon. wlrerr frrst
t :ott t i t tg to thc Senate altouI u veat carl ier, Ncu]rergcl statccl,  " l  uas irr l i rrrnecl that
t.he onl l '  t  cal t :haltcc that. therc r 'r 'oul<l ber l i rr  sut:h legislat ion was that i l  a mcnrfur
o f ' thc  ( i rngress  f i r rm ( ) regon rvor r l< l  tukc  the  leac l  i r r  sponsor ing  i t . " - l ' ha t  s i tua t i1 ;p
existetr l ,  Neuberger conti l )Lle(1, "ber:uuse l irr  approxinrately hal l  a r:enttrr. l  a pr. i-
vatc hoslt i t .al  i tr  tny l tontc comrnunit l 'of Polt land has been the off icial agency for
caring I ir l  Alaska's t t lental ly i l l .  LJnlcss a rrrcnrber'  {rom t}1c ()regon <:ongr-essi6nal
clelegation t<xrk the leacl," ot l tcl 'mcrnbers of t l re Oongress nright be rclu<:t:rnt t<r
pass a bi l l  which rvotr ld result in the wiping out. ()r ' ( l imirrut ion of 'a pavrol l  ol  an
()perating f :r t : i l i ty in thc State o{ '()r 'cgon." Subscrluenrl l ,  he and Rcpresenrarive
(ireen harl takerr the lcacl. :r8

()pporre nts ol t l re Alaska metrtal health nreasurc earncstly adviserl  the sen:rtors
t l tat H. R. ( i i ]7( i  rvas aIt i r t te rnational ist plot,  a ( lorn rnunist schcrne, an<l/or a plan to
suLrvclt  thc (. lorrst i tut ion ol the Unitccl States.

Mrs. Stcphanie Wil l iarns, presir lent ol the Arncrir:an Public Relat ions For.um,
lnr.. ,  of 'Rurbank, ( lal i l i rrnia, was sprokeswomarr f i rr  hcr group of approxirnately
one hundred nrernbers. She repeatcd the al leg:rt ion that mental ly i l l  { l rrnt other
states rt()uld be shipped to Alaska f irr  incarceration in mcntal inst i tut ions i{  the
measrlre passcd. Wil l iarns lamtrled somewhat. incrrherently, discussing rnental
health bi l ls in other states as well  as dissecting the Alaska rneasure paragraph by
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paragraph. She told the senators that "befrlre the United Nations Charter w'as

signed, an alien could not own land in this countrv. They may do so now, and there

is nothing to prevent Russia from buying a whole million acres or renting it fbr

leasing," presumably to house American mental ly i l l .  Throughout her rnnfused

presentation, the senators l istened patiently. At the end of her test imony, Senator

Alan Bible of Nevada, who chaired the hearing, t l .ranked Mrs. Wil l iams, tel l ing her

that "we are very happy to have had you with us Iand] yottr remarks in analyzing

the bi l l  wi l l  receive the careful consideration oi the committcc "3e

Mrs. Leigh F. Burkland of Van Nuys, Cali fbrnia, the author o{ "Siberia, Ll.S.A. '"

objected to the definit ion ol mental i l lness. "What is mental health?" she asked. "By

n,hose standards can we decide one Person is normal :rnd another n()t?" She

claimed that supporters o1'the Bricker amendment, as rvel las people opposing the

United Nations ol UNESCIO, had been accrtsed of having paranoiat: tendencies.

.f  ohn Kasper, a l tooksel ler I lonr N{crchantvi l le, Nerv.f ersel ' ,  tolcl  thc serrat()rs that

L,zra lbr"rncl,  rvhorn he crrnsidercrl  Arnerica's gl 'eatest l iv ing poet, l racl bccrr inc;tr--

r :e ra tec l  in  S t .  l . l i zabet l r ' s  Hosp i ta l ,  cve t r  rv i t l to t t t  the  passagc  o i  H .R.6376 Anc l ,

Kaspel rrrntcnderl,  l )orrrr<[ \ \ ' l rs s: lr)e. "one ol the In()st lrr i l l iant rt tetr u'ho l t : ts <'r"ct-

l ivecl.  \ tru wil l  f incl hiur sultrxrnrlecl bv lavins lutr:r t ics." Kaspel ir lenti f icd Alaska

as being "pt a(.t i ( .al ly thc I ulthest rcach of thc ( ()Llntr ' l ' ."  Her t : lai l t tcr l  t l tat psvt:hi i t t  ry

rvas a.f ervislr plot,  sincc i t  harl  bcgLrrr r.vi t l t  Sigrrrturt l  Freucl antl ,  therc{ir tc, "alt t tost

100 pcrcent of 'al l  1-rs-vt:hiatr i t  therapr. '  is.f  crvish - - ." '"
' l ' housar r< ls  

o l  c r rnserva t ive  unc l  l igh t - rv ing  Anrcr icu t ts  be l i cvc t l  t l t i t t  s i r t i s tc t -

f i rrccs rver-e Iushioningir I)r()grarn ol national lrrairtrvaslt ing. 
-I-hey 

rtrait t tai t tett l  that

secti()n I19, part ir :ulnrlv subparaeltrph (c), ol t l te rncrrf; t l  health t t tcasttre lr 'oulr l

pc ln r i t  t l r c  governnrc l l t  t ( )  d is l )a t ( : l r  po l i t i ca l  c l i ss t :n lc ls  a t t t l  <x l te r  c i t i zc t ts  < l l  a r tv

s t : r te  t ( )  an  A lask : rn  S iber ia .  T i r  r le rnons t r 'a te  t l )a t  i t  r :o t r l t l  haPPcn i r l  r \ tne t i t l r ,

an( ) ther  pa i r -o l  rv i tncsses ,  ( lhar lcs  a t rc l  ( i co lge  F inn ,  < l r rbbet l  thc  " tc l r ib le  F inn

t . rv ins"  b ' , ,B : r r t le t t ,  to l< l  t l r c i r  ta le  o l  woc .  They  c . la in re< l  tha t  t l re  g ( ) \ 'e l l l I ) le r ) t  had

i l lega l l y  se izcc l  a  surp lus  p lane the l 'had  ea l l i c r  y r t r tc l tase t l  I ronr  thc  l "e t le ra l

Security Agency. T-hcv thcreupon had cxecutecl a cit izcn's aI ' t 'est of a Linite<l States

2irt()rney in [ ,os Angcles. Oonscquertt ly, thcy u'ere incl ictet l  f i rr  intcr lcl ing with alt

ol l i r : ial  in pu rsuit  ol 'his duties and rver-e scntel lce(l  t()  a ye ar i I t . jai l .  I  l  orvcl 'er, Ll l )() l)
recornmcndation o( the.judge, thc l" ir tns, lvi thout beneli t  of a psyt:hi ir tr- i t  e xltnt i t t l t -

t ion, rvere sent t() zl  f 'ccleral insane asylt t ln in Spring{ielr l ,  Missotr l i  an<l <'otrf  i trccl i r t

a  ward  fb l  the  c r in r ina l l y  insanc .  A I te r  a  th i l t y - l i ve-c la1 'h t r r rger  s t t i kc  a l r r l  thc

intcrvention ol senator Wil l ianr I-anger, they rvel 'e released.rr

Dr. . famcs A. Frarrkl in, JI ' . ,  prcsiclent ol thc Nlemphis chapter of "We, the

People," opposed the legislat ion because lre bel ievetl  i t  to be a plot to so<:ial ize

medicine in Arnerica. Rctirecl Brigacl icr Clelteral l lerbert O. t lolclr idge, a ()ne-

t ime vice-presiclential candidate on the Prohibit ion t icket, also opposed H.R.

6376, bel ierir .rg- i t  to be:i  Rornan (

t h e  g u i : e  ,  r f  l r u m a n i t a l i i r r r i . r n  .  .

with the hor-rors of a snake pit  r l

The hearings closed on \ lan h

had inrrndatecl Coneless rr ' i th lct

the  A laska menta l  hea l th  b i l l  l v

more  tna i l  and te legranrs  aga in . t
in the Senate. One l-rarl  trrurrrr<t f  r

The delegate had t l ied to " lrol<l r

Act l l 'orn becomitte larr .  .  r ,  Ir ,  t .  r

to  A laska anc l  l vho  < lon ' (  u ; r r r t  . \ l ;

to  c lo . "  Bar t le t t  ac ln r i t te t l  l>e i r rg  - : r

\ t t rmer r  o f  the  L l .S . . { . .  the  \ l in t r t
( ) the l ' s  wh( )  have a t tacker l  t l r t '  \ l t

' [ ' l re le  
werc  b r ieb t  spo ts .  [  ] r r

A laska rncn ta l  hea l th  rneasu lc

oppos i t ion ,  thev  s t rppor te t l  thc  . \

to  the  sur 'p l i se  o l  Bar t le  t t .  r r  I ro  r t

th is  r 'o rn rnur ra l i t t  o f  in te rcs t .  \ t r

u r r { i l r tunate l r 'hac l  becn user l  u :  -u

i tnpor - tu r t t ,  thcy  sa i<1 ,  to  p4o or r  r r i t l

l res l  poss i l r le  Ias l r ion . l  I

I t  rvas  thc  suggest i ( )n  o l  Scn: r t

b r o k c  t h c  l o g i : r r n .  S i n c c  < o r r t r r r r c
' rv i th  <r r rnn t i tn le l l l  l ) r ( ) (e ( lu l  c \ .  (  i l

the  ALrsk : r r r  t c l l i to l ia l  leg i : la t t r r t

t io r r , . jus t  as  lnan\  o l  the  s t : r te .  r r r  t

l5  the  Iu l l  Senate  tonr t t i t t rc  a< lo

t l rc  Senatc  y rasscc l  thc  : rbb l  c r  ia tc ,

A<: t  l r v  t rnar r in lo l rs  \ ' ( ) te  .  ( )n . f  t rnc

o l  t l r c  rner r ta l  hea l th  b i l l  a r r r l  rc t l r

ag lccc l  t ( )  the  Senate  ve ls io r r  o l  I
( )n  Ju l l '  20 ,  l9 i r6 ,  t l re  l lou .c

l l ' icnrl  ol thc tcr l i t()r ' \ ,  ol l t ' rct l  a rr

lu lec l  o r r t  o l  o rc lc r , l te r ' : r r rsc  t l re  Se
()n .f  ul1 2tt,  1956, l ' r 'esir lcnt [ . i re

hacl becn u'on.
' I -he  

h is to r '1 '  o l  th is  leg is la t io r r  i

A laska  n teasures- the  tear  o f  a r l
o l  unders t : rnd ing  o f 'A laskan log
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6376, bel ie' ing i t  to be a Roman Cathol ic conspiracv aimed at establ ishing, "under
the guise of 'hurnanitar- ianism . .  .  the horrors of a Siberian prison camp coupled
lr, i th the holrors ol a snake pit  insar-re asl, lum."r2

The hearings closed on l larch 25, 195ti .  The American pol i t ical lunatic f  r inge
had intrndated Oongress rvith letters, telegrams, and pamphlets in opposit ion to
the -A.laska mental health bi l l .  Tivo senators told Bart lett  that thev had received
more rnai l  and teleqrams.' igainst H.R. t j376 than on any subject since their ar.r ir ,al
ir t  the Senate. One had r:outrted f ir 'e thousand let. ters and wires in opposir ion to i t .
The delegate hacl tr ied to "holcl of l  those rvho rvould pre\-ent our Nlental Health
Act f i ' on tbecotn ing la r ' . . . rv l to r , 'ou lc lc lo toA laskarvhatA laskansdon ' t r ,an tdone

to Alaska atrd t 'ho dott ' t  rvattt  Alaskans to clo the things thel should be permitted
to do." Balt lett  acln'r i t tecl being "a Lri t  corr{ irsed af ier the onslaught of the Patr iot ic
\ \k rmer r  o l  t l te  L , .S .A. ,  thc  N l inu te  \ \k r lner r  o l  thc  [ - i .S .A . ,  Inc . ,  anc l  e \Jc r  s ( )  r r ranv
others n,ho have att:rc:kecl the \ lent:r l  Health -act. ' { ; i

- fherc 
rvcr-c brielt l  sp()ts. ' I-he ( loes apparentl \ ,  l rarl  rcal izccl lhat sorne sort of '

. \ l l r s L : r  r t r e r r t : r l  l r c ; r l t l r  r n ( ' i r s r . l l e  r r : r :  r r . r l ; r i n  t ( )  p ; l \ \ .  ( i i r i r r g  u l )  l l r c i r  l l r . e r . i o u :
opposi l iott ,  thc\, strppoltet l  t l rc., \ laska bi l l  bci irrc the Senate subr:omnrit tec, ntuch
to thc surl) l  ise o{ l lart lctt ,  * ho lern:rrkeri  t  Irat he had treen rcgrettabl} '  urraware ot
th is  t :o rnrnuna l i t l  o l  in te rcs t .  \ , Io r r r ings ide  HosPi ta l ,  the  ( loes  to l r l  thc  de legate ,
u tr lot ' t  tr  t tatelv hacl bectt usc<l as "an entot ional rvhippir ie bo) " ()\ 'c l-  t  l le yeals. I  t  was
i tnpr l r ta t r t ,  thev  sa i<1 ,  t ( )  { ro  ( )n  rv i th  the  br rs iness  o l '< ' l r l i r rg  I i r r  thc  rncr r t : r l l f  i l l  i n  the
bes t  l ross i l r le r  Iash ion . r {

I t  r t ' as  thc-  su f {ges l i ( ) r )  o f  Scnato l  I }u l l r  (k r l r l r r ,u te r 'o1  A l i zor ra  tha t  evcn tua l l l
l r l r rke  t l rc  log ja rn .  S i t t r : c  < r rn l r r r rc lsv  h : r< l  r : rgcd  over ' l ' i t l c  I  o l ' thc  b i l l ,  wh ich  c lea l t
n ' i t l t  < r r tn tn i t tncn t  p ror .cc l t r res ,  ( io lc l rv i r te r '  pnrposcr l  to  s t r i ke  tha t  t i t l c ,  lear  i r rg  i t  to
t .he  A l : tsk : rn  tc t t - i to l ia l  leg is lu t t r l c  l ( )  r l r -a \ \ ' t rp  thc  nccessar ' \ ' rncn ta l  hca l th  leg is la -
t io r r , . jus t  as  n lan \ 'o i ' t l t c  s ta tes  i r r  thc  t r rn t ine l r ta l  [ . ln i te< l  S ta tcs  har l  c lone.  ( )n  Ma\ ,
l5 the I ir l l  Sctratc cotrt tr t i t tee acloptccl thc (krlclwatel urncnclrnent, arrcl on.f une 7
the  Se l ra te  passcc l  t l re : rbbrev ia tcc l  vc ls ion  o{  thc  A laska N lcn ta l  F lca l th  Enab l ing
Act  b l 'u t ra l t i t l ) ( )us  \ ( ) tc .  ( )n . fu r re  1 ,1  thc  I Iouse r l i sagrcer l  w i th  t l te  Senatc  rc rs io r r
o l  the  nren ta l  hca l th  b i l l  anc l  t  e< lues tec l  a  <r r r r le rence,  anr l  on . fu l1 ,  2  the  confc rees
ag lee< l  t ( )  thc  Sc l ra te  vcrs io r r  o f  11 .R.6376.15

()n -f  ul l  20, l9l '16, t l te House ttxrk uP t lre qucstir in. Oongressnrarr NIi l ler, ncr
I l ' ierr<l r l t  the terr i lol t ,  of lcrecl a nl()t i () l)  to rer:ornrnit  the nrcasure. ' I 'he rnotion was
t 'uled ottt  o1 <tt 'clcr, bet:: t t tse thc Scnat.c ah'eacl1'hacl ad()I)tecl thc conlerence rep()rt .
()n .Jrr l l  ?l l ,  1956, I)resident Eisenhowel signecl the bi l l  into law. At last the { ight
Iracl been won.

' l 'he 
historl  ol this legislat ion i l lustratcs the 1:rrni l iar-elernents o1'opposir ion t<-r

Alaska nleasure\-the f 'ear ol :rddecl expense t() the ftdcral g()vernmcnt, thc lack
oi understatrding ol Alaskan logist ics, the reluctance to grant lands to the terr i-
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tor1,, and the resistance of val ious special- interest l l l 'oups. ln this case, the rr ' trrds

"mer]tal l -realth" had come to be looked upon suspiciousl) '  by conservative and

right-rving Americarls rvho $'ere alarmecl over the vast pretensiolls of moclertl

pil,chiatrv, the cver- increasing accumulation of clata u'hich shou'etl the ero\\'th of

mental i l i 'ess in Fver-rt ieth-centurv Anret- ic-a, ar-rcl the conconrita' t  extensi ' t l  of

local,  state, ancl lederal merrtzr l  health pr<>erams. Bart lett  gener:r l lv had trouble

e n c l u g h . b u t l r e h a c l a l r n o s t d e s p a i r . e c l u . l r e n t h e i s s u e b e c a n r e i r r r ' o l r ' e r l i n t l r e

emotional isln of arr al legecl t :onspiracl <>tr the pa|t o1'the iecler:t l  !{overnrnent

t() cfeate: l  \ , ;rst pt- lson (.antp l i )r  pol i t ical ur-rclesir:rbles in t tre i t :r ' \ \ 'astes ()1'Alaska'

ln the end, hower,er., , ." . .r ,r  hixl  prevai lecl,  ancl the nrental l i6alth bi l l  clearecl

( longless.

Bart lett  Brothers freightinu orrt f
Dan'son, Yukon Territorv, :lt the I
oi the century.

Ed Bart lett ,  l ront left ,  :rnd nlo of
b ro thers ,  A l  and Mike .  T l re  t l r l c t
brothers o'rvned a f i 'eiglrt ing brr.r
f i rst in Seatt le, then in AI:rska. [ .r
al lv each \\ ,ent his 0\\ 'n \ \ 'A\.

lda Fkrrence and Ecl R:rrt l t ' t t .  l lo

l )a ren ts .  K lond ikc  p ionccr ' r .  t l r t ' r
in Skagrvav in l l l97 and rrcrr rrr.rr
in l)arvson ir-r the sprinu of ls! l-(1.

f;---.*--a


